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L. L. Du n ess of Paradise, rushed 
into 
our 
sanctum-Sunetoriuui 
this 
week and yelled: 
‘ 
nd 
me that 
Messenger another ye ar. 
I've got to 
k**p peace in the * sillily. 
My wife 
threatens to leave home if I do not 
take your paper, so I figured a dollar 
a year was cheaper than going into 
the divorce court.” 
» 
x— 
Sam Leonard, for some years a 
resident of the little city of Rhome, 
was here Monday and in conversation 
with a Messenger editor stated that 
the wheat acreage in his country was 
greatly reduced this year on account 
of the continued wet weather. 
The 
wheat farmers were unable to get the 
grain 
planted. 
He 
estimated the 
grain acreage reduction at about fifty 
per cent, and stated that the cotton 
acreage would be largely increased 
the coming year. 
— x— 
Alf Breckenridge, for many years 
a resident of Decatur, for some time 
a citizen of .Chico, paid his first visit 
in two years to D elightful Decatur 
on Tuesday. “We used to have some 
good old times when I lived here,1’ 
stated Breck, “but the old gang has 
X oe to the four winds. 
I’d like to 
have the bunch back together once 
more— but we'll* never assemble again 
in this world, nor In the next, for 
that matter.” 
Alf has been in bad 
health for over a year, but is now 
tting back to his fighting weight. 


DEAN CASE BE CALLED TODAY 
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Christmas Party Attracts Immense Crowd 


0* 
H W IHE 
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Decatur Citizens Stage 
Big Entertianment 
for Visitors 


COUNTY TEACHERS 
AND TRUSTEES MET 


On last Saturday quite a number 
of trustees and teachers met in Deca­ 
tu r for the purpose of discussing the 
various phases of educational work 
in the county and to plan for ire 
work of the coming year. 
The gath­ 
ering was addressed by John T. Conn, 
representative of the state depart­ 
ment of education, who spoke on 
“Consolidation of R ural Schools.” Mr. 
Conn stressed importance and bene­ 
fits of consolidation and his rem arks 
met with the approval of those pres­ 
ent. 
He also discussed the probable 
state aid availble for Wise county 
the coming year and gave the opinion 


GIFTS. 


May these be yours— 
The gifts that make the cli cunners 
into doers, 
H ie gift to work 
Thru joy and sorrow, light or murk, 
To play, with all your soul and heart, 
A manly part! 
Til© gift of discontent, to keep yon 
driving 
Forward and up, forever striving 
For something better in the days 
hereafter; 
Tile gift of kindness and the gift of 
laughter, 
And all the gifts of love and faith and 
friends, 
Of justice and of truth, 


Q llH IIM U M M I M M H I I H H I I H I I I I I I I I I I I I I U H ilH H I I I I I I I H I H I i m H l llll i] 
FOSTER CANDIDATE 
FOR TAX ASSESSOR 


that substantial sums could be scour-1 And in ^our h e a rt’ ,,ntil life’s J°u™ey 
by those schools whose 
ends, 
ed 
Among the members of the famous 
D ecatur’s Christmas party Friday helped their own districts by in creas-! T,a‘ P**0*1*8* Kift of youth, 
Fort W orth police band, which fur- night was one of the most enjoyable ;jng the available funds. 
I 
HoIM* that inspires and courage that 
affairs ever held in the county, and! 
« ____ , 
I 
, .. 
endures, 
tushed such splendid music for the 
Decatur Christmas party, was an old 
Decatur boy, J. E lm er Helm, known 
for many years as “Skinny,” in these 
parts. 
For some time “ Skinny” was 
in the garage business in Cow-town, 
but for the past few years he has 
been one of Fort W orth’s “ finest and of amusements, entered whole heart 


Several 
other 
good 
talks 
were i 
was the first of the kind ever given made, and plans w„r, outllned for I >'»>• <*» 
Sifts be yours! 


thJ 3^ P.ar‘. ° r , ‘hf 
,U w a s ' the consolidation of several districts! 
attended by hundreds of people from 
the north 
, of 
rnuntv 
over the county, and the tow n’s cit!-; 
zens turned out in form*. 
During 
tin* 
session 
it 
became 


They enjoyed the varied program 


best.” 
From all reports, Mr. Helm 
is making a good officer. 
The only 
real qualification he lacks is big feet. 
Mr. Helm was accompanied by his 
family, and they were welcomed by 
m host of good friends here. 
x 
* 
Joe H. Hilton of route six, one of 
t 
be county’s most industrious farm­ 
e r s , was among the many who called 
’ Jo renew the Messenger Monday. 
Joe 
is a pronounced apostle of the doc­ 
trine of “ living at home,” and he has 
for years been putting that creed into 
practice. 
Ile 
believes 
in 
making 
every little thing count on the farm. 


known that seven r u r a l'scchools have 
ithis fall filed petitions for elections 
J for increase of the scrod’ tax. and 
j forty-five other petitions are now 
being arcuated for this purpose. 
Among those present at the meet­ 
ing were tin- following trustees: J. F. J 
Whittaker, Union Hill; J. B. Short, 
J. If. Hix and Clarence Hudnall of j 
Kina; L. O. Patterson, Pella; J. J 
chamber of commerce and merchants I Hawthorn, Oliv er; 
C. (’. McDaniel j 
conceived their idea, and had not t Ii« | rid 
Robert 
Howard. 
Greenwood £ j 
recent rain made so many of the Bert Walker, Flatwood. C. H. Luther, j 
Wise county unsurfaced roads impa.s- White Hill; L. it. Gage, Sycamore; j 
sable the crowd would have been jJ * M .Crosby, Jonestown; ©eo. Reed, j 
double what it was. 
Round Mound; J. W. Reed and J. C. 


edly into the open air sports of the 
afternoon and night and returned 
home late, all tired out, but happy. 
The guests had partaken of a west 
e m mid-winter out-of-door Yuletide 
celebration, heretofore supposed only 
possible in the land of sun kissed 
oranges, 
from 
which 
the Decatur 


Messenger is requested to annonce 
H. M. Foster as a candidate for 
tax assessor of Wise county, and 
his name appears in the proper col­ 
umn in this w eek’s issue of the paper. 
This man is probably one of the best 
known citizens of this community, 
having been horn and reared on a 
farm, on which he lives today, west 
of town. For the past five years he 
has been a deputy in the assessor’s 
and collector’s offices, and is recog­ 
nized as one of the most efficient 
assistants the county has had in these 
positions. 
That he is well equipped 
to give the people of Wise county 
good and efficient sendee is admitted 
by all. 
Thruout his life in this com­ 
munity' Mont Foster has had the re­ 
spect of all who knew him. 
He is an 
honorable man, courteous, and in all 
movements for the biggest and best 
interests of the county he stands in 
the front rank. 
This is the first time 
in his long residence in the county 
that he has aspired for public office, 
and he asks the voters to consider 
him in the coming primary election, 
promising if given the office he Is 
asking for, to give his best efforts 
to all the people. 


SWE MIO 


Contends Man Seeking 
Revenge When He 
Fired House 


OLD-TIMER IS HERE 
ON VISIT THIS WEEK 


Long before the varied and inter­ 
esting 
program 
began 
and as a result, his grocery bill is 1 began arriving and by can dle lightin 
very small'. 
He and his fanny raise I tim e 
the 
streets 
w ere 
filled 
with 
pure-boodod chickens, fine hogs, all 
kinds of garden truck, and when th** 
winter comes their smoke house Is 
the family grocery store. 
Such farm ­ 
ers have gone far towards bringing 
prosperity to Wonderful Wise. 
- -X- 
W. I). Van Ria re oui. state editor of 
the Fort Worth Star-Telegram an i 
splendid gentleman, who visited Deca 
to r s Christmas party, was great Ii 
impressed with Decatur upon his fir I 
visit. 
“ There is a spirit of friend I 
ness to strangers in this city which 
^ t rather unusual and appeals git .my 
» th*- stranger in your midst,” . aid I 
Mr. Van Rlareom. 
“ You have a non 
dertul little city here and a surround- ' 


park* .I autos and farm wagons and 
side w a l k s and stores were thronged 
with visitors and purchasers. 
Dining 
tin afternoon there were receptions 
and Christmas spirit enteratinm ents 
tin uout the cit}, with a concert in 
the 
business section 
by the 
Foil 
W orth police band, which was late! 
banqueted by the chamber of com­ 
merce at the Greathouse Hotel. 
At six o'clock stores were closed, 
business of every kind was suspended 
while host and guests prepared lo. 
the climaxing events of the evening 
which included the horse-back wed 
ding of the unidentified couple unde* 
a specially decorated arch at a cornel 
o 
the court house Lawn. 
Promptly 


Stone, Audubon; A. C. Harper, Lake 
the guests J Valley; G F. Cobb. Rush Creek; L. 
M. Nikirk and William McDonald. 
Elm; 
A. C. Doyle, Hickory Falls; 
J. T. Atkerson, Cuba; G. A. Shankle, 
A b o rd and W S. Gilbert of Decatur, 
of the county board. 
The following 
teachers were present: C. C. Bock, 
Ruth Craft and Brooks Brown of 
Chico; Mr. and Mrs. C. W. William­ 
son and Miss Alita Svenson, Rhome; 
R. O. Berry, Edgery; Elmer William­ 
son. Rush Creek; Mrs. Desda Ken­ 
dall. Cuba; 
Madge McAfee, Boyd; 
1 Leo Wofford and Katie Lea Butler, 
| Lone Mound; J. N. Chadwick and An­ 
nie Patterson, Audubon. 


Choir Presents Cantata 
to Crowded House 
Sunday Night 


STATE CONTROL OF 
HIGHWAYS IS HELP 


mg view I r o m , i be city on tin- hip a * 8even o’clock, the city took on 
which is .superb. 
As a representative 
!iPv 
• life and frivolity. 
The doors 
of 
lie s ta r Telegram. I also great Iv of the mercantile establishments were 
a p p e lla te the high esteem in which thrown open to the guests and for 
ti.*? paper is held among your towns J moi*'* than three hours merchants and 
people and farmers.” 
clerks were kept busy welcoming 
——x—■■ 
j friends and waiting upon Christmas 
J 
H. Roper, a progressive fa nu ;*r I shoppers. 
The stores had been suit 
of the An Deville country, was here ably decorated for the occasion, Yulo- 
with his wife and daughter Mondav. • icie festoons and other Christmas 
Few people in this section know thai 
(or several years Mr. Roper served 
as a deputy United States marshal 
in Oklahoma. 
During his service Ie 
was located in the “Sandhill district.” 
and bad men were as plentiful in that 
section, which included Ardmore, as 
boll* weevil in Texas, Mr. Roper had 
some very close calls while on duty. 
and he took part in the capture of 
niany desperados. 
“That was twenty 
years ago,” stated Mr. Roger to a 
Messenger man. “ but my hair almost 
stands on end as 
I think of the 
narrow escapes I had. and I am glad 
I am thru chasing the bad ones." 
— o — 
The faithfulness 
to duty of the 
local rural route mail carriers and 
their constant desire to serve their 
patrons was evidenced last Friday 
when L. N. Nichols of route six over­ 
came some serious handicaps in the 
delivering 
of his amil. 
When 
he 
reached Sandy creek, Mr. 
Nichols 
found the stream 
too high to be 
crossed in his vehicle. 
W hile trying 
to figure a way to get across the 
creek, a truck came along and the 
carrier loaded up the mail going to 
lls patrons across Sandy and walked 
the four miles necessary to deliver 
Tie mall. 
He then returned to the 
'reek, but could find no way of cross­ 
ing. 
At last he was forced to wade 
/o d swim the Icy stream to get back 
o his horse and cart. 
“But all that 
goes in the life of a rural carrier,“ 
remarked Mr. Nichols, and all our 


cheer tokens were to bo seen on ever} 
hand. 
The four streets around the court 
house and court house lawn were 
packed with merry makers, while in 
the district court room a more or 
less impromptu program suitable to 
the occasion was carried out. 
On the 
side-walks great candy pulling parties 
were held. 
There were no natural 
evidences of Christmas for there was 
neither snow nor ice. the weather 
being ideal for the occasion. 
But th** 
spirit of the season was there to­ 
gether with the singing of Christmas 
carols by members of the Decatur 
Music Club, led by H. I*. Black, the 
director of music at D ecatur Baptist 
College, who wended their way thru 
the crowds singing as they went. 
It was about ten o'clock that the 
spectacular event of the day took 
place— the 
horse-back 
wedding 
of 
Miss Nora Lewis, eighteen, and Albert 
Padgett, twenty-one, about five miles 
east of the city. 
Mounted upon their 
spirited animals the couple galloped 
un to the improvised holly decorated 
altar coming from out of the black­ 
ness of night and a roar of hoof beats 
for they were accompanied by a score 


On January first the state highway 
department will take charge of the 
maintenance of all the highways ol 
the state. This will relieve the Wise 
count} commissioners of the task ol 
keeping the Meridian Highway in 
repair. 
The new arrangem ent will mean 
more improvement of all the roads (and Miss Blewett, duet 
in the county, as the county’s par: 
3.— “Arise and Shim 
of the auto tax money which has been 1 
4 
'From 
Lands 
spent exclusively on the Meridian, | chorus and choir. 


I he Christmas cantata, given at 
the 
First 
Baptist 
church 
Sunday 
night drew a packed house, standing 
room being at a premium, and the 
program was one of the best ever 
heard by a Decatur audience. 
An 
hour before the first number was 
given the auditorium was comfort 
ably tilled, and when the choir ap­ 
peared at 7;30 every seat was occu 
pied, and extra chairs were brought 
in for the accommodation of those 
arriving a little late. 
A number of 
spectators were forced to stand up 
during the entire program. 
This 
splendid and enjoyable entertainm ent 
was under the direction of Mr. H. P. 
Black, director of music in Decatur 
Baptist College, 
with 
Miss Eileen 
Rowan at the piano. The following 
program was given: 
J 
“ Invocation,” ll. E. Bell. 
I- 
“ He Shall Reign Forever,” in- 
jtroduction and opening chorus. 
2.- “ ’Neath the Starry Heavens,” 
Duet and choir. 
Mrs. Heathington 


,” choir. 
Afar,” 
m e n ’s 


will now be apportioned to the dif­ 
ferent precincts of the county. 
Each 
precinct will get its share of the taxes 
it pays on autos. 


5.— “The Gates of Heaven Unbar.’’ 
bass solo and choir. 
Mr. Richardson, 
soloist. 
ti. 
I Bring You Good Tidings,’ 
| contralto solo and two-part women’s 
j chorus. 
Mrs. Black, soloist (semi 
overcome in following his daily duty, i recitative). 
or more of brides-maids. grooms-men j 
7.— “Glory to God in the Highest,’ 
and friends, all similarly m ountej j tenor solo and choir. 
Mr. Jones 
A mighty cheer arose from the assem- soloist. 
blage which conitnued unabated for 
8.— “The Song and the Star,” »o- 
several minutes, to be silenced by the piano solo and choir. 
Mrs. Simmons, 
music club singing the bridal chorus soloist. 
by Cowan. 
9.— “ Christmas Memories,” duet. 
Then amid a silence that could 1)“ women’s voices and choir. 
Mines 
felt out in the open air beneath the Ratdorff and Black, Messrs. Boyd and 
twinkling stars that seemingly w e r e (Turner, quartet. 
bestowing their blessings by their un- 
“Come, Let us Adore Him,” 
equaled brilliancy the mounted couple choir. 


carriers are just as anxious as I was 
to give service to patrons.” 
The loy­ 
alty of the rural carriers should be 
and is appreciated by the people they 
serve, for no other public servant, 
perhaps, has as many obstacles to 
overcome in following his daily duty. 


were married. 
At the conclusion of 
the ceremony the couple held an im­ 
promptu reception still seated in their 
saddles, later to be shown the hope 
chest presented to the bride by the 
merchants. 
It occupied almost half 
a store, for it consisted of sufficient 
furniture and other articles to equip 
several house keeping rooms, besides 
Innumerable articles of wearing ap­ 
parel for both bride and groom. 
A 
banquet still later to the couple con­ 
cluded the festivities of the open air 
mid-winter Christmas party and the 
guests began slowly disappearing in 
the darkness into autos or wagons, 
homeward bound. 


“ Benedict ion.” 


Those taking part were: 
Soprano- 
Mmes. J. A. Simmons, J. V. Patter 
son. It. L Hunt, Fred Freeman, Jon- 
ny McFarlin, P. M. Curry, Joe Rogers 
W. C. Batdorff. P. J. Fullingim, T. J. 
Dillehay, D. Y. Lunn, T, J. Mann, 
Misses Peaart Elsassar, Overa Fox, 
Linnie Blewett and Alma Christian.; 
Altos— Mines. A. L. Gregg, H. P. 
Black and It. C. Heathington; tenors 
— Messrs. L. C. Boyd, P. R. Baits, 
Bill Jones and P. M. Curry; 
bass— 
Jack Walker, J. D. Turner and W. H. 
Richardson,* 
H. P. Black, director; 
Miss Eileen Rowan at the piano. 


i 
An old-timer, in the person of Twit 
i (’obi), will be in town next week to 
spend the holidvs on his old stamping 
grounds. Twit was born and grew to 
young manhood in the Decatur and 
Aurora communities, and ail the old­ 
timers will rem em ber him as a boy. 
The visit of this former Decatur citi­ 
zen recalls to this writer an escapade 
we were involved in down in the little 
town of A urora— when Aurora was 
on** ol 
the sprightly and growing 
towns of the county, that had been 
boosted into much prominence by th*' 
promise of the Dallas A Northwestern 
i a ii road to run choo-choo trains into 
th** place. 
The writer was a visitor 
at the Cobb home during the fall 
before th** trains were to run in the 
spring. 
Th** town was lively, and 
much tun and frolic 
was on 
tap, 
and Aurora, like all oilier towns in 
that day and tim**, had its quota of 
bad boys- -one of whom was visiting 
in Cie town 
boys who the old sta ll 
ci‘izons “just knew would hang b •- 
Urn 
they reached manhood.” 
One 
n.gut, at the suggestion of, we belier** 
it was Earl Barr, maybe Ed Proctor 
a bunch of us blacked our faces a'*.I 
paraded the town. 
The writer, whose 
hail was cotton white, did not p*-*ss 
long as a negro boy, and this defeat 
in our make-up brought on th** trou­ 
ble. 
Mr. George Short was a part- 
liei of a Mr. Biddings in the grocery 
msiness, th** store being located at 
br southwest corner of the sqm \ 
W i* lemember the building as a long. 
5'tory frame structure. Mr. She. ■ 
was in the rear of the store when we 
ei,tm ed. 
We asked. “ Ha ve you any 
th ife&d?” endeavoring to us** ne :• o 
I.ufo. 
Mr. SI ort smiled and rem.i'K 
c l to our consternation, “Who in t**e 
devil 
ever 
saw 
a 
cotton-headed 
11 H o ? 
and as he made a grab ;* r 
im, we left th* store at a one-notMng 
giit. 
We joined the other “colored 
boys”— Twit Cobb, Earl 
Barr, Ed 
Proctor and Will N eel- outside, and 
as we were laughing about how w 
had tooled Mr. Short, down swooped 
Percy Barr, Bill McCray, Henry Der- 
ry berry 
and 
Sam 
Dillard. 
They 
corraled us after one of the merriest 
chases ever staged thru the sandy 
Streets and alleys of that old town. 
In endeavoring to elude Percy Barr, 
toe writer, moving as we had never 
moved before, tripped over a wagon 
ten gun in the alley back of the south 
side block and fell into the waiting 
arm s of McCray. 
They bunched us, 
and hustled us off to the calaboose 
on the east side of the square. 
The 
room was dark, and we mean dark, 
sure-nuff dark, spooky dark, and 
dank. 
Gentle readers, Aurora was 
aroused in short order, for never in 
the history of the town had the citi­ 
zens heard such a howl as was sent 
out thru the barred windows of that 
calaboose. 
We shouted, yelled a n i 
cried for about thirty minutes . When 
‘help” arrived and liberated us, w? 


I be case of Anver Dean, charged 
with burning the house of W. H. 
Miles in the Rhome com m unity on 
the night of September 9th, w ill be 
called for trial in district court today. 
It is stated the defense w ill announce 
ready for trial when case Is called. 
The prosecuting atto rney ’s depart­ 
ment lias announced 
the state is 
ready. Dean has been in jail since he 
was arrested by Sheriff W orkm an on 
the day following the conflagration 
which destroyed one of the most sub 
stantial homes in that section of the 
county and caused the death of an 
old man, John Jones, who was work­ 
ing on 
the Miles farm , and was 
trapped in the burning building. 
It is reported that the state will 
contend that Dean, prom pted by jeal­ 
ousy and hate, caused by one of the 
Miles girl’s spurning his offer of m a r­ 
riage, fired the house. 
Dean claim s 
to be an ex-soldier, seeing service in 
the Rhine district in Germany after 
the armistice. After leaving the army 
he returned to this country and went 
to Collin county. Texas. 
Not finding 
the Miles, for whom he had worked 
before joining th** colors, he cam e to 
Wise county and secured work on the 
Miles iarni southeast of town. 
Miles 
stated that Dean had worked for him 
a short time, years ago, in Collin 
county. 
Shortly after going to work 
on the farm, Dean began to take a 
lively interest in Elizabeth, the pretty 
sixteen-year-old daughter of Miles. 
The girl did not encourage Dean, and 
refused to accompany him to parties. 
Dean left the Miles place and went 
to work (or Mr. Green, living east 
of the Miles farm. 
He wrote letters 
to the Miles girl, and it is claimed, 
while visiting the girl made threats 
against her. 
The state will prove that Dean was 
seen to leave the room occupied bv 
the Miles girls shortly before the fire 
was discovered, and that he made an 
effort to drag Elizabeth from bed. 
The girl said she w*as awakened bv 
Dean, whose hand w a s on her throat, 
and when she screamed he pulled her 
off the bed and fled from the room. 
Dean, in a statem ent issued after 
his arrest by Sheriff W orkm an denied 
that he had been at the Miles horn- 
on th** night of the fire, and stated 
that he would prove he was at the 
Green 
farm asleep when the fir** 
occurred. 


LOCAL DE MOLAYS 
TO PLAYRINGGOLD 


The Ringgold W ampus Cats, a fast 
basketball team, will be here tonight 
to meet the local De Molay team at 
the college gym. 
The visiting team 
has shown up well so far this season, 
and will prove worthy opponents to 
the Decatur team. 
The De Molay team has won sev­ 
eral games this season and is now 
rounding into form rapidly. 
Those 
who enjoy good basketball should go 
to this game tonight at seven-thirty. 


were a sight to behold. 
Tears had 
streaked the shoe-blacking on our 
faces, 
and 
our 
shirts 
resembled 
soiled rags. 
Twit and this writer ran 
home and crawled in bed, and, in 
conclusion, we w ill add, Twit and 
this writer crawled out early next 
morning when Mrs. Cobb discovered 
our marks on the pillow cases. 
And. 
there were other happenings, almost 
as thrilling as those of the night, 
when the discovery was made. 
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CASES IN DISTRICT 
DURING THE WEEK 


In the district court during the 
week there have been four convic­ 
tions, 
two 
l ur 
burglary, 
one 
for 
forgery and one for theft. 
Three 
suspended sentences were passed out 
and one man was sent to the pen 
for a two-year sentence. 
Following are cases disposed of: 
Marion Long, convicted of burglary 
and given five years’ suspended sen­ 
tence, 
Hayes Long, convicted of burglary 
and given five years’ suspended sen­ 
tence. 
Fred Bentley, convicted of forgery 
and given two years’ suspended sen­ 
tence. 
Harvey Elkins, convicted of theft 
and given two years in the peni­ 
tentiary. 
The following divorcee were grant­ 
ed by Judge F. O. McKinsey. 
Bettie Staley vs. Isaac Staley. 
Louella Boyd vs. James A. Boyd. 
B. K. Lovejoy vs. Dollie Lovejoy. 
Mary Bell’ Hammond vs 
Hammond. 
Florence Clark vs. J. R. Clark. 
B. F. Owens vs. Ollie B. Owens. 
Helen Carroll vs. J. H. Carroll. 
Mrs. Mollie Hanna of Chico secured 
judgment of five thousand dollars 
against the Rock Island railway for 
damages as a result of the death of 
her son, Vernon Hanna, who was 
killed in July, 1921, when the car in 
which he was riding was struck by 
a Rock Island train at the crossing 
near the rock crusher. 
Mrs. Hanna 
w as represented by Attorneys J. V. 
Patterson and W ilt C. Austin, while 
Attorney T. J. McMurray and C. T. 
Gettys represented the Rock Island. 


MAN RUN DOWN IN 
DECATUR BY AUTO 


John Curlee of Crandall, was very 
seriously injured near the residence 
of Mrs. A. Devereux W ednesday when 
he was run down by a Ford car being 
driven by a lady. 
He suffered a 
dislocated hip and was bruised over 
the body. 
The man was picked up 
by several who witnessed the accident 
and carried to the Devereux home, 
where he is being cared for. 
Physi­ 
cians were called at once and every 
attention possible was given to the 
stranger. 
Mr. Curhee had just arrived in 
Decatur on the stage and had started 
to walk out to the home of his niece. 
Mrs. S. L. Burk, in the Sweetwater 
community, aast of Decatur. 
As he 
neared the Devereux home, he step­ 
ped out into th street to pass a truck 
which was crossing the street, and as 
he passed down beside the walk, he 
was struck by the Ford driven by 
Mrs. Fred Coleman of the Anneville 
community. 
The man seemingly dbl 
Robert not hear the alarm sounded by Mrs. 
Coleman and the lady threw on her 
brakes, and as the car slowed down 
Mr. Curlee was truck and knocked 
down and run over. 
Had the car 
been going at a high rate of speed 
the man would doubtless have beeD 
killed. Those witnessing the accident 
say he had a very narrow escape from 
death. 
Physicians report Mr. Curlee rest­ 
ing welt yesterday evening, but it is 
yet impossible to determine extent 
of his injuries. 
He is sixty-four 
years of age. 
--------- o---------- 


BAPTISTS TO MEET I POSTAL EMPLOYES 
IN COUNTY SESSION j WILL MEET IN CITY 


Following is program for the fifth 
Sunday meeting to be held at Green­ 
wood Baptist church December 28th 
to 30th, in a county meeting: 
Friday. 
7:00 p rn.— Sermon by Rev. G. W. 
Tyson. 
Saturday. 
10:00 a. rn.— Devotional service lea 
by Rev. D. F. Reed. 
10:30 a. rn.— “Bible Doctrine of 
Santification’’ by Rev. S. A. Peyton. 
11:15 a. rn.— Sermon by Rev. J. H. 
Burns. 
Lunch. 
1:30 p. rn.— Board meeting. 
2:00 p. rn.— Song service. 
2:30 p. rn.— W. M. U. program by 
ladies from Decatur. 
3:15 p. rn.— “The Prerequisites of 
a Strong Church’’ by Rev. J. L. Ward. 
7:00 p. rn.— Song service. 
7:30 p. rn.— Sermon, “The Perser- 
verence of the Saints’’ by R. E. Bell. 
Sunday. 
10:00 a. rn.— Sunday school. 
11:00 a. rn.— Sermon, "Christian 
Stewardship” by Rev. J. L. Ward. 
2:30 p. rn.— Devotional service. 
3:00 p. rn.— "Evangelism,” Revs. 
Dale Thorn and A. L. Gregg. 
7:00 p. rn.— Song service. 
7:30 p. rn.— Sermon by Rev. E L. 
Moody. 
G. W. TYSON, 
C. C. GRIFFITH, 
R. E. BELL, Committee. 
----------o---------- 


The postal employes and rural let­ 
ter carriers of the Decatur post office 
w ill entertain the postmasters, clerks 
and rural letter carriers of Wise 
county, and those of the adjoining 
counties, in Decatur, on Monday eve­ 
ning, December 31st, 1923, beginning 
at seven o’clock. 
A very interesting program is being 
prepared by the Decatur postal em­ 
ployes, nothing being spared that will 
entertain the visitors. 
All postmasters, clerks and rural 
carriers of the county are urged to 
attend with their families. 


The adult class of Henry Askey at 
the Baptist Sunday school is erect­ 
ing a new addition to the Sunday 
school house just west of the church 
building . The room is to be used by 
M. Askey's class. 
----------o---------- 
Mrs. Earl McCracken of Wichita 
Falls, has been visiting the family of 
Tom McCracken. 


Miss Louise Rhoaades is 
here from W ichita Falls. 
o----------- 


visiting 


Frank Moore was called to Electra 
Monday by a message announcing the 
serious illness of his mother, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Moore. 
Mrs. Moore is one 
of the pioneers of this community, 
and has many friends here who hope 
for her recovery. 
0 


Ic Per Word 
— CASH IN ADVANCE— 
No Ad Taken for Lim Than 95c. 


The Black Clouds. 


An interesting case was tried in 
divorce court before Judge F. O. Mc­ 
Kinsey Monday. 
The couple married 
sometime in November, according to 
the statem ents of the young wife and 
the young husband, and lived to­ 
gether twenty-eight days, when the 
young wife decided she wanted to 
return to the home of her parents. 
The husband took her to the oil 
home. 
The couple spent th< 
irght 
there, and according to t ' ■■ 
'rn 
evidence of the father of t! • young 
lady, everything seemed to be all 
right between his daughter and her 
husband. 
Ile heard no unusual noise 
in the room occupied by the couple, 
and said positively if there had been 
a quarrel in progress in their room 
he would have heard it. 
The young 
wife stated they did have a scene, 
and that on the following morning 
she told her husband she had decided 
to quit him and remain under the 
parental roof— but, he could come 
back in two weeks and see if sh 
had changed her mind. 
The husband left, and when the 
two weeks were up, he was back to 
see his wife, and have lier return to 
their home. 
The wife in the m ean­ 
time had decide >1 she would quit him 
for good, and would see him in the 
most sultry section of the hot regions 
before she would return to his bed 
and board. 
The husband swore he had been 
kind, obedient and obeying to his 
wife; 
that he wanted her. 
She ad 
mitted he had been all he claimed, 
but vowed before judge and specta 
tors she would not live with him. 
She admitted, smiling, that she had 
been with the boys several times sine** 
shipping out her husband. 
Judge McKinsey, after hearing all 
the testimony, slipped the knot that 
had 
been 
tied 
just 
a 
few 
short 
weeks ago. 
o ----- 


CHRISTMAS PARTY 
WAS THRILL TO HIM 


“The entrance of the Christmas 
bride and groom on their prancing 
steeds, to the time of the band music 
and in the presence of all that crowd 
was as thrilling to me as a moving 
picture,” said a guest at the party of I situation 


Our country and its constitution 
have withstood the tremendous strain 
of re-adjustm ent after the world war 
and during the past year the shocks 
occasioned by the death of a presi­ 
dent, a national coal* strike, agitation 
for ex-service m en’s bonus and farm ­ 
ers’ bonus, an earthquake in Japan, 
a financial and industrial collapses iii 
China, not to mention the European 
a ;l this without serious 


FOR SALB. 
FOR SALE— Fifteen head of good 
mules and horses; 
also wheelers, 
fresno scrapers, etc. See R. H. BAR­ 
NEY, J. A. SIMPSON or SECURITY 
STATE BANK, Decatur. 
(39-tf) 


FOR SALE— Rhode Island Red roost­ 
ers; pure blood; $1.50 to $3.00 each. 
J. B. TATE, Decatur. 
(3) 


FOR SALE— Pair shop-made boots, 
made by Nocona Boot Shop; size 7 
1-2; almost as good as new; at half 
price. 
Apply to M. B. SMITH, at this 
office. 
(3) 


WANTED. 
WANTED— A responsible lady to do 
house work; will pay a reasonable 
price. See me at my home in Decatur 
or call Ind. phone 314. P. O. box 473. 
MRS. GEO. TYSON. 


impressionable mind. 
“ It was a great 
show and well worth my trouble and 
time in coming.” 
----------o---------- 
REGISTRATIONS OF 
NEW AUTOMOBILES 


H. B. Pearson, Decatur, Ford. 
W. B. Hinkle, Decatur, Ford. 
Mrs. Anna Lenimie, Paradise .Ford. 
J. B. Thomas, Alvord, Ford. 
J. IO. Johnson. Decatur, Ford. 
F. L. .Morrison, Paradise, Ford. 
C. A. Downs, Bridgeport, Ford. 
Dr. J. IP W alker, Alvord, Ford. 
Martin Brown, Rhome, Ford. 
O. I). Muse, Boyd, Ford. 
C. F. Powell, Decatur, Ford. 
Mrs. M. J. Hall, Celeste, Ford. 


CUPID’S CAPERS 


disturbance in our business, indus­ 
trial or financial circles. 
The greatest menace to our country 
is caused by boring from within and 
under-mining the character and th » 
initiative of the American people by 
socialistic and communistic experi­ 
ments. 
The experiments, undertaken 
in the name of municipal, state and 
federal ownership and operation of 
industries come about as the result 
of high-brow theorists and political 
agitators. 
Once established and fas­ 
tened upon the people, always with a 
chain around the necks of the tax­ 
payers, no one is responsible for their 
successful conduct or m a i n t e n a n c e . 
T h e theorists and agitators hav. 
new fish to fry, new experiments to 
propose. They are neither executives 
nor adm inistrators and not c o n c e r n e d 
about results. 
Their only aspiration 
is to get political power at the hands 


IX)ST 
LOST— Diamond ear screw in D eca-1 
tur. 
Liberal reward for return to R. J 
L. THOMPSON, or Messenger office. 


LOST— Silver mesh bag night of 
Dec. 14th, on the square; contained 
a Ford key and money. 
Reward. Re­ 
tu rn to Messenger office. 


LOST— Silk pongee shirt, wrapped in 
newspaper; lost or left in car on 
square Friday night. 
Reward for 
return to this office. 
(51) 


LOST- Dark buckskin cow with shell 
missing from right horn. 
Notify this 
office. 


W hy use 
too large a 
gas burner? 
I 


C 
ORRECT use of the natural gas range puts 
money in the pocket of the careful housewife. 
The range itself should be carefully selected. 
Its burners should be within 1*4 inches of the cook­ 
ing surface, and should be kept clean. The adjust­ 
ments should be so made as to produce an even, light 
blue flame, short and steady. 


The Department of Agriculture urges gas 
users to "save gas by depending largely 
upon 
the simmering burner.” 
Usually 
gas ranges are fitted with three sues of 
burners, the giant, the standard and the 
simmering, as shown herewith. 
Cooking 
may be started on the standard burners, 
ava transferred to the simmering burner ae 
soon as the liquid boils. Very little gae will 
maintain the boiling point, and no amount 
of gas will raise it above the boiling point. 
Tests made by the Department have 
shown "that fully one-half the gas used in 
any one day's cooking with the gas turned 
on high or full, may be saved by turning 
the gas down as quickly aa possible’* 


To sum it up, use the smallest burner possible, 
and turn it down as low as possible to maintain the 
required heat. 


Then, by turning off the gas promptly when the 
cooking is done and never lighting it until the cook­ 
ing is ready, you will 
4 
have a minimum gas 
bill and good service. 


LONE^ g M ^ S CO. 
I 
d a l l M S r e x a s^ H 


i 


❖ 
❖ 


Ben M. Finney and lima Casalty 
Ben J. Fox and Electra Gose. 
Albert Padgett and Lora Lewis. 
G. G. Medley and Opal Evans. 
W. B. Bridges and Annie Albritton 
T. E. Batt and Helen Carroll. 
Marvin King and Zelma Thompson 
A. J. Kinzey and Opal Stidham. 
Coy Stephens and Myrtle Hayes 
L. B. Veach and Maudi • Brasher 
Harvey Baling and J 1 sie Padgett 


of the p e o p le , but always at the ex- j 
p e n s e of the governed and consumer 
4 % 
who must produce the wealth to nay j ^ 
the bills. 
Continued agitation for 
♦❖ 
❖ 
1 
e n t i r e e c o n o m i c structure by injecting 


so-called nationalizing of industries 
and 
various forms of government 
ownership, weakens industry and thej 
SERVICE! 


MILKING MACHINE 
IS INSTALLED HERE 


Hub Dillehay has bought a milking 


an element of political’ uncertainty 
Investments 
-ll off, enterprises are 
not nm'er+aif ti because the legiti- 
rna+p ‘'-nations o f private business 
are interfered with by political en 
croachment. 
Politics and business 
simply do not mix. 
Serious minded thinking busines- 
men. who p’an great industrial under­ 
takings, where capital must be earned 
back over long periods of years, find 


♦ 
❖ 
❖t 
❖ 
❖fT❖ 


Report has reached the city that 
Mr. Charley Johnson died recently 
in Munday and was burled at Wiz­ 
ard Wells. Mr. Johnson will be re­ 
membered by a number of Decatur 
people as the husband of Mrs. Min­ 
nie Meadors Johnson, who praactic- j will be placed in the community 


machine soon to be installed in his their efforts blighted and paralyzed 
dairy. 
The machine will handle a by the uncertainties of political jue- j 
large number of cows and will tm glerv. 
Multiplicity 
of 
government 
operated by a gasoline engine. 
Mr. J activities, creation of more regulatory 
Dillehay is making a trial of the ' commissions, enactm ent of more laws 
machine under a guarantee, and if'sh a k in g and destroying the founda- 
success is had a num ber of machines i tions of individual enterprise, arc th ? 
black clouds now looming up on the 


❖ 


ed osteopathy in 
Decatur 
in 
the 
sum m er of 1 922. 
Mr. Johnson had 
many friends in Wiznard Wells and 
Decatur. 


The acquisition of this 
modern national horizon. 
machine is still another evidence that 
--------- 
Decatur is gradually hitting the stride 
in big dairy matters. 
J. A. Gill of Henrietta, has been 
visiting here this week. 


■Hi 
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Greetings 


We wish to thank our many customers for their business 
for the last year. We will be at your service again for 
the coming year. 


Wishing you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 


♦> 
*❖ 
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❖t 
Tf 
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A 
Suc­ 
cess is 
built on 
service. You 
can not build a 
house without a foun­ 
dation, neither can you 
expect success unless you 
lay the foundation well. We 
have built our great business in 
Decatur on the idea that “He who 
serves well serves best.” Co-operation 
in reality is the keynote of our success. 
Co-operation between employer, employe 
and customer. Lincoln was right when he 
said: “A house divided against itself can not 
stand.” This principle of co-operation we can 
sincerely assure you predominates at the 
City National Bank of Decatur. And, too 
remember that we will fully appreciate 
your business. We believe that, in 
the banking business, especially 
experience counts—so count 
on us to give you 
all the 
best of 
service 
Ours is genuine service! 
A trial will convince. 


x 
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Meridian Garage 


J. E. Douglass 
EAST MAIN STREET- 
—Proprietors— 
C. A. Burton 
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City National Bank 


of Decatur, Texas. 


WE WISH FOR YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


Friday, December 21st, 1923 
WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 


Following is a digestive resume of 
the work done by the Decatur cham­ 
ber of commerce for the past two 
years, taken from files of the Wise 
County Messenger: 
f 
Initial 
organization, 
June 
20th, 
i m . 
^ 
Citizens clean auto park July 8th. 
\ 
Dairy association organised July 
18 th. 
President Tennessee Dairies, lac., 
accepts invitation to Decatur com­ 
missioners’ court hearing on reten­ 
tion ok county agents’ work. 
Agents 
retained. 
First Wise county ^.fr, Sep'ember 
28-29; 
Nusbaum lectures; 
poultrv 
and dairy meetings; 
better babies 
v 
w; specialists here. 
Chamber of Commerce platform 
published. 
Business report November 3rd. 
Two-day dairy institute held in late 
November. Bull circle recommended; 
specialists attending; Tennessee Dair­ 
ies donates one hundred dollars to 
bull circle. 
Improvement 
of 
South 
Trinity 
street projected. 
Fertilizer campaign suggested De­ 
cember 15 th. 
Inaugural Chamber of Commerce 
dinner at Hotel Greathouse, January 
12th, 1923. 
A. K. Short campaign in county 
cotton culture. 
Column article on town clean-up 
published February 16th. 
Civic League organized. 
Bull circle accomplished February 
26 th. 
9 Effort started to bring Panther 
baseball club to Decatur for exhibi­ 
tion game. 
* 
Purebred stock association organ­ 
ized March 17th. 
Interscholastic league meet held 
March 30-31. 
Co-operation with Decatur Motor 
fertilizer and cotton tests. 
"F irst general clean up Decatur 
ever observed," early March. 
Livestock 
truck 
special' 
county, April 22-28. 


Improvement work on North Trin­ 
ity street starts. 
Special mosquito, fly, typhoid and 
health campaign, city physician and 
civic league meeting. June 5th. 
Boll weevil campaign begins early 
in June. 
General health meeting at Method­ 
ist church, all physicians co-operating 
June 15th. 
North Texas secretaries meeting at 
Denton attended; the construction of 
east and west road discussed there 
and at succeeding visit to Graham. 
A bigger Wise county reunion sug­ 
gested, July 6th. 
Dates for Wise county 1923 fair 
announced. 
Special farm, dairy and poultry 
meeting held in chamber of commerce 
hall. 
interest manifested in local cotton 
buying. 
Decatur*8 improved marketing fa­ 
cilities re viewed and stre. sed. 
Bulletin board and activity helps 


Still they come, taking advantage 
of Messenger’s bargain days offer, 
and with ten days remaining, it is 
believed that the number of new and 
renewal subscriptions to the Messen­ 
ger will set a mark never before 
reached by any publication in this 
section of the state for country week­ 
ly papers. 
The campaign is a little 
over a month old, and the hundreds 
of subscriptions that have been taken 
in came thru advertising in the Mes­ 
senger. 
No active solicitors have 
been employed, and ninety per cent 
of the men and women subscribing 
came to the Messenger office or sent 
their remittances thru the malls. The 
Messenger calls the special attention 
of the progressive business man, the 
to secure pickers aud homes for Btu- firms who have messages to send to 
dents. 
'th p People, to this showing of the 
Wise county farm exhibit at Dallas “Pioneer Paper’’ of Wonderful Wise 
fair suggested. 
Improvements on 
South 
Trinity 
street practically completed. 
Meeting in effort to secure com­ 
munity building held. 
Assistance rendered to maintain 
Methodist parsonage here. 
Civic leagu improves court house 
lawn. 
Decatur’s Christmas party held. 
"More publicity In state papers 
than Decatur has had before," se­ 
cured in state papers. 


CaU for Bids. 


Sealed proposals addressed to S. M. 
Ward, county judge, for the improve­ 
ment of certain highways in Wise 
county, will be received at the office 
of the county clerk at Decatur, Texas, 
until one o’clock p. rn. December 21st, 
1923, and then publicly opened and 
read. 
Description of Work to be Done. 
Stripping of gravel pits 4,000 cubic 
yards; 
gravel hauled first quarter 
mile, 33,125.6 cubic yards; 
gravel 
hauled second quarter mile, 6,074.2 


a r o u n d I cubic yards; 
gravel 
hauled third 
(quarter mile, 5,221.7 cubic yards; 
Panther 
and 
American 
Legion 
‘ big day," April 10th. 
gravel hauled fourth quarter mile, 
4,379.8 cubic yards; 
gravel hauled 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, D e c a - «fth 
quarter 
mile, 
3,240.6 
cubic 
tur radio program broadcasted from 
Fort Worth, Apri^-AOth. 
C. P. Dodson erects town and Bap­ 
tist College publicity sign on railroad 
right-of-way. 
Chamber of commerce Baptist Col- 


yards; 
gravel hauled sixth quarter 
mile, 2,871.1 cubic yards; 
gravel 
hauled seventh quarter mile, 2,112.7 
cubic yards; 
gravel hauled eighth 
quarter mile, 6,942.1 cubic yards: 
gravel hauled additional quarter mile. 
lege relations committee organized,' *4.345.5 cubic yards. 
April 20th. 
Detailed plans and specifications of 
First day of merchants’ gifts of j the work may be seen lor examina- 
money, April 21st. 
‘ 
Chamber of commerce begins 
C?orts on road conditions. 


tion and information may be obtained 
re. at the office of II. R. Smith, county 
'engineer, at Decatur, Texas, and at 
Committee on manufactures trip ° f f*pe °f tbe state highway depart- 


4 0 Dallas. 
Better livestock picnic, George W. 
Short’s ranch, May 4th. 
Photos of recent events in state 
papers. 
Car of fertilizer sold out, May lith. 
Illustrated Decatur advertising fol­ 
der issued, twenty thousand copies. 
Wise county delegation to state 
experimental farm Denton, May 1 7 t h . 
Chamber of commerce hall finished j requit emenfs 
and reception. May 22nd. 
Dairy marketing committee goes to 
Dallas. 
Civic league offers civic prizes. 
Boyd chamber of commerce organ­ 
ized, Decatur chamber of commerce is f.,r>e|j road in Wise county." 
present. 
All bids 
will be retained by the 
Baptist College week held in e a r l y department and will not be returned 
June. 
to the bidders. 
(Nov. 30-Dec 21) J 


ment, state office building, Austin. 
Texas. 
A c e r t i f i e d or cashier’s check for 
five per cent of the price bid, made 
payable without recourse to the order 
of S. M. Ward, county judge of Wise 
county, must accompany each pro­ 
posal, as a guarantee that the bidder, 
if successful, will enter into contract 
and make bond in accordance with 
of the specifications. 
The right is reserved by the party 
of the first part to reject any and 
all fuds or to waive all technicalities. 
Proposals shall be submitted in 
served envelopes and marked, "Bids 
fee the construction of gravel aur­ 


eolin ty. 
The names of addresses of 
those taking advantage of the great 
Messenger subscription offer since 
December 14th up to and including 
December 20th, follows; 
J. F. Johnston, Madisonville, Tenn. 
T. B. Boyd, Lamesa. 
Mrs. N. H. Merritt, Childress. 
C. D. Mason, Ponder. 
W. S. Cargill, Santa Barbara, Calif. 
Mrs. G. B. King, Henrietta. 
Clyde Privltt, Lamesa. 
Bill McDaniel, Englwood, Calif. 
W. C. McDaniel, Willow, Okahoma. 
Mrs. Corrine Hunt, Oklahoma City. 
J. B. Walker, Fletcher, Okla. 
J. A. Hartsell, Crosbyton. 
I. O. Gentry, Muenster. 
Mrs. N. J. Lynch, Carlton, Olka. 
Mrs. E. C. Bailey, West. 
Mrs. Laura Donald, Palo Alto, Cali. 
E. T. Henry, Cove. 
F. T. Kerr, Decatur. 
Mrs. I. C. Morrow, Chico. 
C. C. Decker, Decatur. 
C. H. Miller, Decatur. 
T. H. Montgomery, Decatur. 
Miss Mary Page, Decatur 
Mrs. It. A. Matsinger, Decatur. • 
T. G. Brown, Rhome. 
O. Z. Thorell, Rhome. 
Charles Hudnall, Rhome. 
A. B. Van Meter, Rhome. 
W. W. Bayfield, Rhome. 
It. L. Walker, Decatur. 
M. L. Muncey, Decatur. 
Eugene Bayfield, Rhome. 
J. M. St. Clair, Decatur. 
A. E. Atwood, Decatur. 
Mrs. Ellen Brock, Decatur. 
Mrs. J. E. Douglass, Decatur. 
It. B. .Boydston, Decatur. 
A. H. Clement, Decatur. 
J. P. Robertson, Decatur. 
Tom Sandifer, Decatur. 
Lewis George, Decatur. 
George T. Elder, Decatur. 
It. L. Taylor, Park Springs. 
S. R. Musgroves, Park Springs. 
it. L. Adams, Sunset. 
VV. F. Steele, Paradise. 
Jack Walker, Decatur. 
J. T. Faith, Alvord. 
Guinn Thompson, Decatur. 
C. C. Kirby, Wichita Falls. 
Joe Day, Rhome. 
T. J. Gentry, Decatur. 
J. L. Watson, Decatur. 
J. L. Womack, Decatur. 
Mrs. Mary Harms, Decatur. 
Otho Vandivier, Decatur. 
Bruce Bulgarel, Decatur. 
O. A. Van Meter, Decatur. 
R. R. W illis, Decatur. 
Mrs. Ben Harmonson, Decatur. 
Will Key, Fort Worth. 
W. J. Vaughn, Decatur. 


C. O. Shaw, Decatur. 
Porter Key, Decatur. 
W. R. Malone, Decatur. 
J . A. Renshaw, Decatur. 
Hayes Dunaway, Decatur. 
J. H. Hilton, Decatur. 
A. C. Doyle, Slidell. 
Flank Caraway, Decatur. 
Guinn Rhine, Decatur. 
Walter Allison, Paradise. 
W. P. Ferguson, Wichita Falls. 
J. M. O. Rogers, Decatur. 
J. G. Pike, Decatur. 
G. W. Bazzley, Decatur. 
H. C. Van, Decatur. 
Claude B. Washburn, Decatur. 
C. G. Horner, Decatur. 
T. J. Pound, Decatur. 
J . D. Taylor, Decatur. 
C. T. I^owance, Decatur. 
Tom Laird! Decatur. 
J. H. Morris, Decatur. 
Mrs. Mattie Lewis, Boyd. 
Mrs. J. F. Klein, McKinney. 
WiHie Jeffries, Fort Worth. 
J. B. Tate, Decatur. 
Elmo Roper, Decatur. 
H. B. Rhine, Decatur. 
W. L. Reeves, Decatur. 
Fred Milligan, Greenwood. 
I. C. Highsmith, Decatur. 
Jim Bruton, Decatur. 
C. P. Haynes, Parad.se. 
Ray Pillars, Alvord. 
S. P. Fader, Decatur. 
S. McCormack, Decatur. 
Tom W. Brandon, Decatur. 
Miss Annie Caddell, Decatur. 
C. T. Gettys, Decatur. 
Ray Foreman, Decatur. 
Mrs. Hattie Beall, Decatur. 
J . N. Crabtree, Decatur. 
D. A. Jobe, Decatur. 
Mrs. Minnie Banks, Paradise. 
Alf Breckenridge, Chico. 
T. D. Rhine, Decatur. 
C. A. Rhine, Greenwood. 
S. D. McCluney, Boyd. 
Homer Splawn, Greenwood. 
W. R. Jeffries, Fort Worth. 
E. W. Heathington, Lafayette, Col. 
J. h. Gettys, Gainesville. 
J. E. McConnell, Hobart, Okla. 
E. A. Wilkerson, Just. 
J. M. Reed, Batesville. 
J. C. Kingsley, Greenwood. 
W. A. Shults, Decatur. 
W. F. Brown, Rhome. 
Mrs. Beulah Weatherby, Decatur. 
V. A. Livermore, Decatur. 
G. F. Cobb, Greenwood. 
G. W. Stewart, Decatur. 
John Orr, Decatur. 
W. C. Goodger, Decatur. 
J. R. Finger, Decatur. 
W. J. Reddell, Bridgeport. 
George M edary, Slidell. 
Lee Campbell, Paradise. 
J. A. Wilkerson, Boyd. 
G. W. Trussell, Boyd. 


M. S. McBride, Paradise. 
J. T. Phillips, Decatur. 
J . R. Hartsell, Bridgeport. 
J. D. Breedlove, Decatur. 
Miss Annie Plaxco, Dallas. 
Bob Crowley, Decatur. 
J. W. Driskell, Decatur. 
J . L. Cox, Decatur. 
J. R. Parish, Decatur. 
W. A. Horner, Decatur. 
W. F. Thomas, Decatur. 
W. B. Russell, Haworth, Okla. 


Mother— "Sammy, you have been 
fighting again! 
You’ve lost four of 
your-front teeth !" 
Sammy (taking little package from 
his pocket)— "No, I ain’t mother; 
here they are." 


Affirry 
Christmas 


To oil m y patrons 


and friends 


Roe Shoemaker 


I Thank You, One and All 


z 


G R E E T I N G S : 


I take this method of expressing my 
sincerest thanks to the good people for 
their patronage and help during the past 
year, which has enabled me to do a satis­ 
factory year’s work. It has been, and it 
will continue to be my delight to serve 
my fellow men in every way possible. I 
ask that you remember me when you 
have occasion to place your insurance. 
A more thankful man for these favors 
does not live. 
Yours for a prosperous and happy new 
:,- 
year for 1924— 
I 
{J . W. B a i l e y ) 
t 
“The Insurance Man” 
f 
*:* 
«*» 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 


—We extend the greetings of the season and wish for 
one and all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year. 
—We greatly appreciate the cordial reception given 
us since coming to Decatur, and we thank each customer 
for every favor extended. 


—With added facilities we will be able to give you 
much better service during 1924 and we solicit a con­ 
tinuation of your business, assuring you that at all times 
we will do our best to make our relations with you satis­ 
factory in every respect. 
BEWLEY MILLS 
JACK WALKER, Manager. 
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We take this opportunity to thank you one and all for 


the fall business you have given us. We have never 


been treated nicer anywhere than in Decatur. 


We can not say just how long we will run 


our store here but will say this—so long 


as the neighbors come in as they have been 


coming so far, we will be right here with the big 


bargain six days out of each week! 
’ 


WISHING YOU ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 


A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 


I AM, AS EVER, 


I 
—YOURS FOR BUSINESS— 
M. P. Mocsk 
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Page Four- 
WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
Friday, December 21st, 1928 


N o w c o n u s Mr. H e a r s ! a n d clainis 
t h a t all t h e fine a n d g o o d p o i n t s iii 
P r e s i d e n t C o o li d g e ’s a d d r e s s boforo 
WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 


E S T A B L I S H B:D 188 0 
at the Post 0,rice at Decatur. 
as Second Class M... Matter 


Collins & Smith 
DICK COLLINS and MARVIN B. SMITH................Editors and Proprietors 


Most Widely Circulated Paper in Wise County 
MEMBER NATIONAL EDITORIAL ASSOCIATION 
MEMBER TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION 
MEMBER WORLD PRESS CONGRESS 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 
A nj erroneous reflections upon the character, standing or reputation of 
anj firm, person or corporation which may appear in the columns of the 
MoMenctr will be gladly corrected upon its being brought to the attention 
•f tUt pnbUahers.— Collins 4fc Smith, Publishers. 


flontliwestern 60- 
-TELEPHONES- 
—Independent 45 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
Six Months— l l OO. 
Three Months- 50 Cents. 
One Year— 11.50. 


Pi’iday Morning, December 21st, 1923. 


MHl/V'FR 
J ti 


rOLTTICAL AaVNOUaVCEMENTS. 


Per County Tax AssoBSor— 
H. M. FOSTER. 


I t is e a sy to s t a r t m o s t th i n g s , b u t 
t o s ee t h e t h i n g t h r u is t h e t€\st of 
c h a r a c t e r . 
0------------ 


R e p o r t s .say W a l l s t r e e t Is o p t i ­ 
mi st ic . 
G ood! 
N ow t h a t m a k e s It 
u n a n i m o u s . 


.An o ld - fa s h i o n e d p r a c t i t i o n e r is a 
d o c t o r w h o c a n l a n c e a boil w i t h o u t 
a n u r s e a n d tw o a ss ista n ts. 
------------o 
- 


W h e n a fellow e n d e a v o r s to i m i t a t e 
JOU, d o n ’t fall o u t w ith him . 
T h o 
p o o r sim p t h i n k s y o u ’re s m a i t . 
------------o ------------ 


Y o u r happines.^^ d u r i n g tin Ii. Ii:.a>s 
will h e m e a s u r e d by t h e maiiiit r iu 
w h ic h you give plea.^^ure to oth<*rs. 


T h e g r e a t dete c tive. Billie P i n k e r ­ 
to n is de a d . 
“ T h e E y e , ’’ a s h e w.»««i 
k n o w n to t h e c ro o k s , h a d b een on t h e 
t r a il of e v i l d o e r s fo r m o r e t h a n sixty- 
five years , a n d it is r e c o r d e d t h a t he 
c a p t u r e d so m e of th e w o r l d ' s m o st 
d e s p e r a te . 
H e w a s n o t a g u n m a n , 
a n d t h e w o r s t c r i m i n a l s w e r e t a k e n 
w i t h o u t a n y d is p la y o f s h o o t i n ’ a r m s . 
----------o--------- 


It is n o t n e c e ss a ry f o r an h o n e s t ' d a y .school goss ip c o m p a r e d to w h a t 
m a n to h a v e his v i r t u e s h e r a l d e d w i t h i se v e r a l of t h e G o u ld c h i l d r e n h a v e 


N e w Y o rk e d it o r d is c la i m s a n y r e ­ 
s p o n s ib ility 
fo r 
t h e b a d 
p o in t s 
in 
t h e a d d re s s . 
T h a t ’s fine; 
but, we 
s h u d d e r w h e n 
we c o n t e m p l a t e th e 
a w f u l n e s s of t h e s i t u a t i o n h a d n o t 
th e 
H e a r s t 
p u b l i c a t i o n s 
giv en 
th e 
p r e s i d e n t his cues. 
0-------------- 
H i r a m 
J o h n s o n o f C a lifo rn ia , is 
c a u s i n g a r u m p u s in t h e r e p u b l ic a n 
r a n k s , a n d it i.s f e a r e d by Cooli dge 
b o o s t e rs 
t h a t 
t u r b u l a n t 
t i m e s 
a r e 
a h e a d fo r t h e g. o. p. 
It will b 
r e m e m b e r e d t h a t H i r a m w a s k n o c k e d 
o u t o f line s o m e y e a r s ag o . a n d since 
t h a t t i m e he has b e e n o n th e peev ed 
list. 
If WU? w e re p r e s id e n t, th e g e n tl e ­ 
m a n fr o m C a li f o r n i a w o u ld be sent 
to s o m e c o u r t in T i m b u c t o o a s an 
a m b a s s a d o r o r s o m e t h i n g . 
It a p p e a r s 
a t Ihi.s s t a g e t h a t H i r a m will' be a 
so u r c e of m u c h t r o u b l e In th e r a n k s 
------------o------------ 
F r a n k G ould, owmer in 
his ow i 
r i g h t of e n o u g h m o n e y to sink an 
o c e a n -g o i n g 
fr e ig h te r, 
has 
b r o u g h t 
s u i t a g a i n s t his f o r m e r wife, F'dith 
Kelly G o u ld , for a h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d 
d o llars, all e g in g t h a t E d i t h , in u sin g 
t h e Gould n a m e in a d v e r t i s i n g h e r 
h ig h 
k ic k i n g 
s t u n t s , 
d o e s 
se r io u s 
d a m a g e to t h e fa m ily title. 
If F r a n k 
will c h e c k up on t h e G o u ld fam il y , it 
is h o n e s t l y believe d t h a t he will find 
t h a t 
E d i t h ’s 
h ig h 
k ic k i n g 
b e fo r e 
p a c k e d h o u s e s in P a - r e e c re a t e s Su n - 


a d r u m c o r p s o r b ra s s b a n d . 
W h e n ­ 
e v e r w'e see a fello w w h o c o n ti n u a ll y 
b o o sts his h o n e s t y a n d fa i r - d e a l in g 
w ith ta lk, ri g h t t h e n w e b e c o m e s u s ­ 
pic ious of h im , a n d w e w o u ld a d v is e 
o u r f r ie n d s n o t to t r u s t h i m w ith 
m o r e t h a n th e pri ce of one m eal a t 
a tim e. 
— 
o--------- 
S t a t e T r e a s u r e r C. V. T e rre l l has 
a n n o u n c e d t h a t h e will be a c a n d i d a t e 
fo r re-electio n, a n d on t h e h eels of 
t h e a n n o u n c e m e n t c o m e s t h e r e p o r t 
f r o m D a lla s t h a t t h e g e n t l e m a n w h o 
m a d e a d e s p e r a t e e f f o r t to k n o c k Mr. 
/T e r r e l l loose fr o m th e p l u m tw o y e ars 
Iago, will m a k e a n o t h e r effort. 
It i.s 
said th e W i s e c o u n t y m a n i.s “ s i t ! i n ’ 
p u r t y ’’ a n d a w a i t i n g t h e call to tho 
a TO na 


\ \ ’h ith o r art \Vf d ri fti n g , w h a ’t ’ell 
will ho nt \ t ! 
A r t p u h l i c a n in full 
pos.scssion <>f his lactiltlos, a n d sup- 
I post'd a IM.in ol roas on, lias positively 
I't'fiistd an offict . t> ndortgi liim by 
tin* pif sid t-n t of tho rnit(<i .Stato.,. 
R. 
I!. ('I't'aaoi'. 
n jnihlicaa n a tio n a l 
co m tn itfc o in an tid in I ’oxas. h as d e ­ 
c l i n e d 
th* 
off* r 
of a m b a s s a d o r 1 1 
I Mexico. 
had IS of W f'h ster F ln na 
I gall! 
‘ W h a t is ( ' r e a g o r heft* foi 
I 
----- — o 
— 


U.'i'iy 
()lnisioaii 
has 
a g a in 
boon 
elofO cl pre sid ' ut 
of th o S ta l e F a ir 
’ .Association. 
T h is is vood new.s to 
tho pres s g a n g of tho s t a te , as H a r r y 
is out- of t h o g a n g . an d a lw a y s looks 
a f t * r 
th e 
i n t e r e s t s 
of 
•‘th e 
h o y s.” 
M oreover, he h a s p ro v e n on e of the 
best p r e s id e n ts th*' a ss o c ia tio n 
lias 
<*ver had. a n d tho g re a t s t a t e fa ir has 
prosper*'d 
a r d p ro g r e s s e d 
as 
i n o . r 
be fore u n d e r hi.s ex p ert m an a ge m * ut 
o 


L ooking at th* 
s i tu a t io n from tho 
s t a n d p o i n t of a ht)(i.st* r for .Vie .A(loo. 
th** boom start*‘d soiin- tim** ag o iii 
o 
im p e ri a l .state t(.r .Mr. rni]*-iw<»o ! 
D e c a t u r ’.s C h r i s t m a s p a rt y c a m e up I r**c**ivet! a so la r pl*'\u 
wIm ii th** stH'. 
to all ex pectatio ns. 
T h e e ve ning w as U ie m ocrati c oommitte* . in st*.s.sion in 
greatly e n jo y e d by th e la r g e t h r o n g s i D allas, p u t ov er an indor.sem**nf of 
who crowded th e busine.ss houses an I ; P. M. .\e ff for p r e s id e n t. 
T h is in ­ 
s tre e ts . 
Good 
fellowship 
pr**vailed dors*iriont will s t a n d u nti l followers 


W ith .good !ea(iership th*' {itopro 
xiii follow to do right. 
W ith had 
'**;uiorsliip they go wrong. 
W i t h o u t 
leade rs hip th e \ 
b l u n d e r a htng nu.i'e 
■lit*'!! w r o n g th a n right. 
— —.— o------ — 


.\ C alifornia n calls o u r hand fo" 
s l a t i n g tluiL th e bir ds of tht* Goltieii 
vVe.st a re KOngl(*ss, aiigel.s a r e win; 
Jt*ss 
a n d 
niovieland 
is 
motio nless. 
After seeing th e c o m p l a in i n g one, w* 
pu blicly retra ct. 
o - 
—- 


In makiiiL: out \ o u r ('hri.'-tm as lists 
d o n ’t for.g(U the pour kid.*- of th e coiii- 
n iuni fy 
whos** 
c h ii: t ni;is 
ehet*r 
m 
liable to be diminish***! by poverty. 
R e m e m b t ' r 
“ It 
is mort* bl**ssed to 
give th a n to receiv**” 
---------o---------- 


Now (*om**s th e report, direct from 
N e w A'ork. that I)uch(*ss Na.iii**, f o r ­ 
m e r l y Lily 
0«'lrichs, 
will 
wed 
th.* 
M a r q u is d** Hic**!, an Italian noble ­ 
m a n . T h a t ’s spl'**ndid. Th** fall plo w ­ 
in g can now continu**. 


s t a g e d a g a i n s t t h e old f a m i l y n a m e . 
------------o------------ 


A m a n h a d a p a r r o t w h o h a d th e 
b ad h a b i t of s w e a r i n g , a n d his friend 
to ld h im t h e w a y to m a k e h im q u it 
w a s to t h r o w w a t e r o n him . 
“ I ’m 
g la d y ou to ld m e t h a t , f o r o u r m i n ­ 
i s t e r d in es w ith us t o m o r r o w a n d I 
w o u l d n ’t h a v e t h a t p a r r o t .swear in 
h is p r e s e n c e for t h e w o r ld ; 
he m i g h t 
t h i n k h e le a r n e d it f r o m m e ” 
T h e 
m i n i s t e r c a m e th e n ex t d a y an d th e 
m i n u t e th e p a r r o t s a w him he c o m ­ 
m e n c e d to curse. 
I g r a b b e d a b u ck e t 
of w a t e r a n d t h r e w it o v er h im : 
th e 
p a r r o t s h o o k h im self for a m i n u t e or 
two. lo ok ed a r o u n d , s a w th*- minist* r 
w as n ot wt*t, sa id: 
"W lu -re in h**ll 
w ere you w h en t h e liurrica tie c a m e ? ’’ 


o 


“ .\s yi* would thiit iii*d >hou1d do 
to you. *io y** ahs*) to th*'in l:k**wis** 
a n d if >*■ love lh*'iii th a t lov*‘ you. 
w h a t th a n k hav e ye'’ 
F o r even sin 
n e t s love th o s e (h at l o \ e tlifpi. 
.\mi 
if vt* do i?(iod to i h t i n th a t d*) eood 
lo yo u. what th a n k ha\*' y*- 
, e\ t‘ii .-inm rs do lh** sam* , and if > ■ 
lend to tlieiii of w hom >*■ hope to 
rt*c**ive, w h a t Ihtink ha\* 
ve'.' 
F o r 
t*v* n s i n n e r s lend to sinn**rs. to i e- 
c*uve a g a in as m uch. 
Hut love you*' 
e n e m i e s , a n d do th e m goo d, a n d lend, 
n*‘v er d e s p a i r in g ; 
a n d y o u r rewar*] 
sh all he g r e a t , a n d ye sh all he sons 
of t h e Most H ig h , for H** is kind 
t o w a r d t h e u n t h a n k f u l a n d **vil, 
Be 
tm*rciful **ven as yotir F a t h e r is mer- 
eiful. 
F’r**ely ye r< c**iv* *l freely giv**” 


“Big Bill” Edwards. 


.Many fr ie n d s o v e r t h e s t a te a re 
u r g i n g t h a t “ Big B ill” E d w a r d s of 
t h e D e n t o n K e c o rd -C h ro n ic le of D e n ­ 
to n c o u n ty , a n d a m e m b e r of th e s t a t e 
le g i s l a t u r e f r o m t h a t c o u n ty , allo w 
his n a m e to be used a s a c a n d i d a t e 
fo r l i e u t e n a n t g o v e rn o r . 
T h e E c h o 
believ es t h a t Will E d w a r d s co uld be 
elec te d to th is po siti o n w i t h o u t le av ­ 
in g h o m e to m a k e a s i n g le speech. 
S u c h m e n as W’ill E d w a r d s a r e scarce 
a n d e v e ry ti m e o n e of t h e m c a n be 
i n d u c e d to e n t e r politics, it is j u s t 
a n o t h e r m o v e to w a r d t h e b e t t e r g o v ­ 
e r n m e n t m e a s u r e s w e h e a r so m u c h 
a b o u t. 
H e is a s u c c e s s fu l b u sin ess 
m a n , a c le a n a n d j u d i c i o u s leg islato r 
a n d w o u l d m a k e t h e s t a t e o f T e x as a 
f a r se e in g , sta b le a n d eff icie n t g ov­ 
e r n o r . 
H e r e ’s h o p in g t h a t Bill will 
a c c e p t t h e n o m i n a t i o n a n d all o w his 
f r ie n d s to w o r k for him . 
R i c h a r d ­ 
so n Echo. 
C olonel W . C. E d w a r d s of D ento n, 
e d i t o r of D e n to n Il e c o rd -C h ro n ic le , is 
b e in g m e n t io n e d a s a c a n d i d a t e fo r 
l i e u t e n a n t g o v e rn o r. 
-A b e t t e r selec­ 
tio n c o u ld n o t b e m a d e in t h e s t a t e 
t h a n th i s b ri ll ia n t e d it o r. 
H e is a 
m a n of t h e p la in people, a n d on e w h o 
is i n t i m a t e l y f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e n e e d s 
of th o “ c o m m o n h e r d . ” 
Will E d ­ 
w a r d s is not a p o li ti c ia n : 
he is a 
p a tr io t . 


o------------ 
To a Credit Man. 


Having It Both Ways. 


T h e h e a d of a girl w i t h red h air , 
p a i n t e d w ith c h a r m a n d g r e a t d ex ­ 
te r ity , c a u g h t m y eye. 
T h e p ic t u re 
w a s in t h a t i n t e r e s t i n g g a ll ery , th e 
R u e d e la Boetie, a n d I w a s t e m p t e d 
to e n t e r t h e sh op a n d a s k e d t h e price. 
T h e p rice w a s so h ig h t h a t I r e ­ 
m a r k e d o n it. 
T h e d e a l e r sm iled in a g r e e m e n t . 
“ B u t you see,” h e e x p la in e d , “ th e 
p a i n t e r is d e a d — fin is h ed . 
T h e r e ca n 
b e n o m o r e of his w o rk , a n d t h e r e f o r e 
it c o st s m o r e . ” 
I m a d e a t o u r of t h e w a lls a n d 
f o u n d a la n d s c a p e , v e r y s im p le b u t 
t r u e a n d b e a u ti fu l ly c o m p o s e d . 
It 
w a s si g n e d “ G r o s j e a n . ” 
I a s k e d t h e 
p r i c e of it also, a n d a s w i t h t h e o t h e r 
t h e p r i c e w a s so o u t r a g e o u s l y h ig h 
t h t a I g e n tl y r e m a r k e d on it to t h e 
d e a le r. 
T h e d e a l e r .smiled in a g r e e m e n t. 
“ B u t y ou se e,” h e e x p lain ed , “ th e 
p a i n t e r is alive, a n d li v in g is e x p e n ­ 
sive. 
It is n e c e ss a ry t h e r e f o r e to 
c h a r g e m u c h . ”—- P u n c h . 


Fifty letters dropped loosely in the 
mails means fifty separate hand­ 
lings in the postoffice. A string tied 
around those fifty letters means that 
fifty motions are reduced to one. 
Please tie them in bundles. —Pos# 
master. 
----------o 
.... 
Plenty of fresh oysters at all times 
at the City Meat Market. 
Owen’s 
Barber 
Shop 
SHARP RAZORS 
CLEAN TOWELS 
GOOD WORKMAN­ 
SHIP! 
MCDIVRRAY.GBTTVS B L O a 


i 


re fuses 
a n 
a c c o u n t , 
h e ’s 
If 
he 
c r a z y — 
If h e a ccep ts it, h e ’s e a s y — 
If 
he a s k s q u e s t io n , 
h e ’s s u s p i­ 
cio u s -- 
If he d o e s n ’t, h**’s a t r u s t i n g so u l— 
If he m a k e s you pay, h e ’s u n fe e l­ 
in g — 
If he l e t ’s it ru n , h e ’.s c a re l e ss - 
If his p e r c e n t a g e of loss i.s high, 
h e ’s no g o o d — 
If 
it 
is 
low, 
he 
w o n ’t 
ta k e 
a 
c h a n c e 
lf he ra ise s a kick, h* 's a cra b 
If ll*' k e e p s .*^till, w** d o n ’t k n o w 
h**’s a l i \ e 
lf h e w a n t s to i n c r e a s e t h e *1* part - 
luontal exp**nses, i t ’s ahsolut*'Iy u n ­ 
n e ce ss a ry 
If he s t a \ s in th** old ru t, soin<* 
y o u n g hot a i r a r t is t g e ts h is job 
'riiere 
ar*- 
h o rn s a l e s m e n , 
liorti 
fin a n c ie rs, b o in b u y e rs , h u t w h o in 
K in g d o m Com* **ver ]i* ar*i of a born 
ci'fdit m a n ? 
Credit W o rld . 
o 
- 


,\ 
“ Did >oii sew a biilieii on 
my co at, dear'.’" 
.Mrs. .\ 
“ .\‘*'. d a r l i n - . 
I could n't 
P o r | f i ' > ‘! tim b u tt o n . .-<• I j u s ' 
• w. *i uti 
V, : t b f b u t t on liole.■’ 
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Electric irons........................$5.00 to $6.75 
Curling irons........................$2.00 to $3.50 
Toaster stoves......................$2.00 to $8.00 
Electric waffle irons........................$12.00 
Electric coffee percolators.............. $6.00 
Grecian urn percolator set 
$35.00 
Portable table and banging lamps $2.00 
Electric soldering irons....................$2.00 
Sewing machine motors..................$16.50 
Vacuum cleaners............................. $57.50 
Washing machines........................$12.5.00 


Decatur Light & Water Go. 
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(Derry 


h im . 


a n d ev e ry b o d y had a good tim**, 


o- 
H oa d 
conditions 
in AVisc c o u n ty , 
w e r e nev**r wors** t h a n they a re at | 
t h e p re s e n t time. 
Tra\**l is a lm o st ' 
i m p a s s a b l e and o u r business is ve ry I 
se rio u sly 
aff**cted. 
C om e 
on 
w ith j 
t h a t c o u n ty - w id e el**ction 
for good 
road.s. 
Bridg**port Index. 
, 
0— ----- 


Is a a c 
l l i r s h o r n . 
.t 
p a t r o n 
of 
a 
r e s t a u r a n t in .V**w A'ork, w as a r r e s t e d 
a n d t a k e n befor*- t h e c o u r t to a n s w e r Y 
a c h a r g e of d is t u r b i n g th** peace by ❖ 
e a t i n g hi.s .soup in a loud a n d h o i s t e r - ! X 
o u s manm*r. 
T h e j u d g e had la a a c ’.s | v 
w h i s k e r s 
r**m*)v**d 
a nd 
d i s c h a r g e d ' 


y 
Th** bad roa ds all over th e c o u n ty 
r e s u lti n g from t h e continu**d ra in s 
a r e th e best 
possibl** a r g u m e n t 
tr. 
f a v o r of a county-wid*' bon d issue. 
If tiler** **v**r w ere a c o u n ty which 
n e e d e d a syst**m of h i g h w a y s to giv.* 
t h e farm*'!’ an oiitl* t to mark**t, Wi.se 
is t h a t un**. 


Ev**ry man who w o r k s a nd saves 
IS a **apitalist. 
O p p o r t u n i t y to woiK. 
**xcept in th* 
mo.^^t sa\ag** way. can 
c o m e *)n!\ 
t hr u 
tin* in\«*stment 
o^ 
c ap it al, 
'lh* 
mor*' ca pit al we rr**at*‘ 
a n d 
save th e m o r e *'mploymerit 
i.s 
po ss ible, an d tin* high**r ma> b** t h e 
g**neral s t a n d a r d of living. 
_ 
o 
------- 


Mess**ng**r, in h**half of th** citizen 
ship, c o n g r a t u l a t e s M ayor D o u g la ss 
a n d th e council upon t h e **fforts b**ing 
p u t fo r th to keep th e str**ets of t h e 
city in good condit io n, 
F o r y**ars th'* 
tax m o 
> . f o r s t r e e t w o r k h a s been 
ro llin g 1a 
t h e till, b u t v e ry litt le 
w o r k h a s 
' l ^ e for se v e r a l years. 


Notice in the daily press dispatches 
that Earnest Thompson of Amarillo, 
has been given a place on the state 
democraitc executive committee, Uk- 
Ing the place of some fellow who 
tired of the job. Is this the Thomp­ 
son who used to talk up that Dallas 
paper house’s wares? 
If so, what 
occasioned the fall? 


of .Mr. .Mc.Adoo can e x p e c t o r a t e on 
tl u'ir h a n d s an d t u r n a trick o r two. j 
Howev*‘r, w o rd now c o m e s fro m th.* t 
U n d e rw o o d c a m p t h a t t h e m a n fro m { 
.Alabama is still in th** r u n n i n g in ' 
the* said im p e ria l stat**. 
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Santa Claus 


has officially desigrnated this store as 


THE CHRISTMAS STORE 


GIFTS FOR EVERYBODY! 
The Nickle Store 


J. M. ST. CLAIR, Proprietor 
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The Membership Fee in the 


SEXTET INSURANCE CO. 
Is Now 
$2.50 


But—on and after the first of March, 1924, 


the membership fee will be raised to $5.00; 


/ 
and the age limit will be cut to forty-five at 


that time. Mutual insurance is the oldest, 


safest and cheapest. 


Mutual Insurance Is the 


OLDEST, SAFEST, CHEAPEST 


Join this home insurance company now 


while you can gfet insurance at cost. If you 


are interested, see or write 
I. c. C. GUNN, Secretary 


DECATUR, TEXAS. 


L 


Friday, December 21st, 1923 
WISE COUNTY MESSENGER 
Page Five 


INITIATIVE AMONG 
FARMERS HELPFUL 


jT 


Individual initiative is agriculture’s 
nest stock in trade. 
Farming needs 
native brains and individual effort 
more than ever before. 
This country was discovered, coN 
oniced and constructed by private 
initiative. 
It was a set of individual 
determinations united in a common 
purpose that brought the flagship of 
Columbus to American shores. 
It 
was 
a combination of 
individual 
energies that cleared the sites for the 
firat townships. 
It was individual 
brains and hands, working harmon­ 
iously with other brains and hands, 
that made possible our great rail­ 
roads, our towering financial insti­ 
tutions, and our improved modern 
type of farming. 
The “clinging vine” and “yes-man” 
don’t get very far. 
It is only the 
self-starter, the fellow with his own 
motor, who progresses on any high­ 
way, be it merchandising or farming. 
This individual initiative— if wisely 
directed— will not let itself be re­ 
stricted to prescribed areas, to be 
hobbled by prejudice, to be confined 
by out-grown preconceptions. 
It will 
not limit itself to the tracks made 
by old shoes. 
Here are a few of the ways that 
private initiative, in this age of swift 
competition, may find an outlet for 
the aggressive farmer: 
It may devote itself to the estab­ 
lishment of a distinctive reputation 
for the farm factory, by such devices 
as the use of letterheads, a farm 
name and the offering of a quality 
product. 
It may bend itself to the pushing 
of a “side-line sales” thru roadside 
vegetable and fruit stands, the type­ 
written solicitation of a selected mail­ 
ing list and the like. 
It may throw itself whole-heartedly 
into the furtherance of combination 
marketing with other farmers- co­ 
operation, in other words. 
There is unfortunately wide spread 
notion that where co-operation begins 
private initiative terminates. That is 
one reason for past failures of the 
different co-operative organizations. 
Real co-operation - in farming as in 
banking, for example 
implies a com­ 
bination of ideas, energies and real 
enthusiasm for which no headquar­ 
ters management, however excellent, 
can successfully substitute. 
Co-oper­ 
ation needs individual Initiative a? 
never before. 
It needs a type of 
individual loyalty that will make of 
every member a voluntary booster for 
the organization. Co-operation needs 
the keen and constant and sincere 
attention of every one who has signed 
his name on the dotted line. 
It needs 
the benefit of continuous quizzing 
and constructive criticism from with­ 
in. 
It needs wealth of accumulated 
experience and practical ideas. 
A co­ 
operation that is the genuine product 
of a multitude of rural initiatives, we 
may rest assured, can not do other 
than succeed 
Farm and Ram Ii 


She 
“You remember about telling 
me that you hunted tigers in South 
Africa? 
Welt, I read that there are 
no tigers there.” 
He 
" Qui te rig h t, q u i te right, my 
dear. 
I killed them all.” 
-— -----o— 
Yes, we have that new pollychrome 
picture framing. 
Man and Christian. 
Have Guy Ash make those Christ­ 
mas photos now and get best results. 


NEW IMMIGRATION 
POLICY IS NEEDED 


It is time that the United States 
government established a fixed policy 
covering the question of the admis­ 
sion of aliens to this country. 
The 
law now in force, but soon to expire, 
fixing quotas on a percentage basis, 
has not operated as smoothly and 
justly as its authors expected. 
Altho 
an improvement over the old method 
of crowding immigrants thru open 
doors almost without restrictions, the 
new law should be framed and word­ 
ed as to give us a more select class 
of aliens without working hardships 
on any person. 
Under the present restrictive mea­ 
sure, steamship companies race their 
vessels across the ocean in an effort 
to land their passengers before the 
monthly quota has been filled. 
Many 
vessels arrive too late and aliens who 
have disposed of their property at a 
great sacrifice are forced to return to 
their old home in a penniless condi­ 
tion. Oftentimes families are divided 
and it may be many months before 
they are again joined. 
In effect, the 
present law is both cruel and unjust. 
Again, it does not permit of a proper 
selection, and certainly the United 
States government should have the 
authority to choose those it would 
have to join its great family of citi­ 
zens. 
If a new law governing immigra­ 
tion is submitted congress it should 
be required to provide facilities for 
examination, and when the quotas 
for the month have been filled, no 
more should be permitted to board 
the vessels. The examination should 
be so strict that there would be little 
chance for 
undesirables to 
leave 
European shores. 
This would lessen 
the work at American ports and pre­ 
vent congestion as well as the enact­ 
ment of the pitiful scenes which oc­ 
cur at Ellis Island and at other sta­ 
tions. 
The new law should also require 
immigrants to declare their intention 
to become citizens at the expiration 
of the constitutional limit, and ro- 
vide deportation in case it is found 
that they have aligned themselves 
with radical elements whose mission 
is to destroy American institutions. 
Under such restriction an opportunity 
would be given 
to assimilate our 
present foreign population and ye* 
rid of undesirables. 


The old expert watch maker repairs 
all kinds of Swiss, English and Amer­ 
ican watches. 
And the only way you 
can find out is to bring your watches 
to me and I will guarantee that when 
you get them they will keep exact 
time. 
Have had 
about forty-nine 
years of e x p e r i e n c e . 
Give me a trial 
and I will please you. S. B Johnson. 
next door to post office. 
--------- o-------- 
Publisher 
“You say you have just 
w r i t t e n a book entitled ‘Why Boys Go 
to C o l l e g e . ’ What do you know about 
it 
you’re no college boy.” 
Fair Authoress 
“No, but I us°«l 
to be a chorus girl.” 


FOREIGN POLICY IS 
IN COMPREHEN SI VE 


While republican administration is 
backing away from an opportunity 
for constructive action towards the 
economic recovery of Europe and the 
republican national committee is glee­ 
ful at the failure of the tentative 
proposal of Secretary Hughes for the 
adjustment of German reparations, 
the department of agriculture is now 
pointing out the advantage to be de­ 
rived by exporters of wheat and flour 
“if a settlement of the Ruhr contro­ 
versies can be reached.” 
“The Rhine provinces have always 
depended on foreign wheat even when 
the eastern provinces of Germany 
were exporting grain,” says a state­ 
ment issued by the department of 
agriculture. “The provinces imported 
over twenty-three million bushels of 
wheat, including flour, or six and one 
half million bushels more than their 
food requirements in 1913; the sur­ 
plus being shipped to other parts of 
Germany. 
In 1920, the latest year 
for which statistics are available, the 
provinces imported only eight million 
bushels and brought in four million 
bushels from other parts of Germany 
to make up a food supply which was 
only seventy-five per cent of the 1913 
consumption.” 
It would be of great benefit to 
American farmers if they could sup­ 
ply even a part of the demand for 
wheat in the Rhine provinces. 
But 
they can hardly hope to sell their 
grain there while the controversy 
over Germany’s ability to pay repara­ 
tions continues and the industries of 
wheat were formerly the richest of 
her provnces are in a condition of 
paralysis. 
German imports of American wheat 
including flour in term of grain, were 
over seven million bushels for tha 
months of July, August and Septem­ 
ber, 1922. 
In the same months of 
192 3 only two million bushels were 
imported. 
In the month of Septem­ 
ber, 1922, there were exported to 
Germany from the United States on? 
million and seven hundred thousand 
bushels of wheat, including flour. 
In 
the same month this .year only two 
hundred thousand bushels of wheat 
were shipped to Germany. 


The Majestic theater will be open 
all of next week. 
A good program 
is promised you. 
Come. 


White Eagle Gasoline 
Wisco Motor Oils 
White Eagle Kerosene 
Kelly Springfield Tires 
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THE STEADY GROWTH OF OUR BUSINESS, DUE 
TO THE GOOD WILL OF OUR MANY CUSTOMERS 
AND FRIENDS, GIVES US GREAT PLEASURE AT 
THIS OPPORTUNE TIME TO WISH YOU ONE AND 
ALL A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 
AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR! 
Wisco Oil Comp’ny 


Decatur, Texas. 


T. J. Elder - Central Filling Station - 
East Side 
Bridgeport, Texas. 
Decatur, Texas 


Elder & Renshaw 
North Side 
Decatur, Texas 


J 


BjiKi'BdiBdianaiiHiiBi’Bjm iwiivim iujiniiwiniiniiBdiniiBiiiaiiniW HViHiiBiim iM iiHiiw iiHiiKiiKiw iiKiiHiiiw 


£ Imperfect Development 
rn C h ild re n 
sug g e sts 
/ I? 
SCOTTS 
I! EMULSION 


C orrect and Goo 8 * ^ * 1 


Simp!* and lconoaicol 
LON 
H A L L . 


Hot Water and 
Gas Heating 


A common way of wasting 
natural gas is through misuse 
of the water tank. The great 
convenience of a constant sup­ 
ply of hot water is enjoyed 
only where gas is available, 
and the continuous use of the 
burner offers opportunity to 
v, .iSte gas. 
That tank should always be 
covered. 
If the burner is 
under an upright tank, the 
simple way is to extend a gal­ 
vanized steel sheet from about 
four inches below the tank to 
the top, bending it around the 
tank about two inches from it. 
Thus all the heat passes up 
alongside the tank and is used. 


b o il in g o n l y w a s t e 


When the burner is separate from. 
the tank, the lather should he cov­ 
ered with heavy asbestos or mag­ 
nesium covering, which may also 
be applied to the hot waler pipes 
Temperature of the water in the 
tank should be kept just a little 
hotter than can be used. 
It isn t 
necessary or desirable that the 
water in the tank boil. 
That is 
only waste. 
Water should frequently be draven 
from the bottom outlet pipe, thus 
removing the sediment. This sedi­ 
ment will form a coating that re­ 
quires much gas to heat. 
Just such ordinary precau­ 
tions may reduce the price 
you pay for thia service by 
at least half. 
■ a s CO. 
E X A S 
I 


Many 


New 


Noveities 


Now on 
Display 


Q i f t / of 


M/TINCTION 
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The Store 


“Where 


Price 


and Quality 


Meet” 
Christmas 


The spark of Christmas spirit flares high these last days before Christmas. Everywhere 
thruout the store is a fine readiness to be of splendid service—so that the gift chosen late 
bears no mark of a “last minute” gift. But has those abiding qualities that bring satis­ 
faction to the giver and joy to the recipient. Our store will be open nights till Christmas. 


FOR KIDDIES. 
Gift handkerchiefs in boxes, 50c to $1.50 
Gold set rings, $1.00 to $5.00 
Dress pin sets, $2.50 to $5.00 
Baby record books, $1.50 to $3.50 
Baby toilet sets, $2.50 to $6.50 
Toy dish sets, 15c to $1.50 
FOR WOMEN. 
Diamond rings, $10.00 to $25.00 
Gold wrist watches, $9.95 to $35.00 
Gold bar pins, $5.00 to $35.00 
Pearl necklaces, $10.00 to $30.00 
Vanity cases, $2.50 to $12.50 
Bead bags, $8.00 to $15.00 
Boudoir lamps, $3.50 to $8.75 
Ivory sets, $5.50 to $35.00 
Console sets, $3.50 to $8.50 
Water sets, $3.50 to $14.50 
Lacquer gift baxes, $2.50 to $6.50 
Oriental extracts and toil et waters in Jap­ 
anese hand-made boxes, $1.00 to $6.00 
Ragtime and Ligett’s candy in Christmas 
boxes, 50c to $7.50 
Dorines, $1.50 to $3.50 


FOR MOTHER. 
Mahogany mantel clocks, $8.50 to $12.50 
Serving trays, $1.50 to $7.50 
Silver sets, $15.00 to $35.00 
Nut bowls, $1.50 to $3.50 
Candlesticks, $2.50 to $4.50 
Casernes, $4.50 to $7.50 
Electric toasters, $8.75 


FOR MEN AND BOYS. 
Link buttons, $1.50 to $12.50 
Scarf pins, $2.50 to $15.00 
Leather bill folds, $1.00 to $6.00 
Gold and silver belt buckls, $1.50 to $6.50 
Gold and pearl knives, $1.50 to $3.50 
Men’s pocket watches, $12.50 to $30.00 
Gold Waldemar chains, $2.50 to $12.50 
Smoking sets, $1.50 to $11.50 
Meerschaum pipes, $15.50 to $18.50 
Xmas cigars in gift boxes, $1.25 to $10.00 
Military brushes, $3.50 to $12.50 
Shaving sets and razors, $1.00 to $5.00 
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King Tut incense burners, $1.00 to $10.00 


CHRISTMAS GREETING CARDS—CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS OF ALL KINDS 
me EAGLE DRUG HOUSE 
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POPULAR DECATUR 
YOUNG LADY WEDS 


Miss Marie Patterson and Mr. John 
'Waggoner were quietly married Fri­ 
day evening in Dalas, at the home of 
Mr. WaMcrr Patterson. 
Rev. W allace 
Bassett performed the ceremony. The 
bride in this happy event is one of 
the best beloved girls in this com­ 
munity. 
She was born and reared in 
Decatur, and all know her as one 
inf the most capable, and popular girls 
an our town. 
Her friends are legion. 
Possessing a brilliant mind, a cheery 
^disposition and a charming personal­ 
ity, this young lady was recognized as 
leader and splendid citizen. 
She was 
member of a number of several clubs 
o f the city, and took an active part 


NEW HOME AGENT 
NOTES GOOD SPIRIT 


“Decatur’s Christmas party had the 
true western flavor,” according to 
Miss Caroline Chambers, county dem­ 
onstration agent, who is a westerner 
herself and knows whereof she speaks 
thusly. 
This must be regarded as 
good 
commendation. 
There 
is 
a 
spirit and breeziness of the typical 
west that is hard to invoke in old 
settled towns like our own, but it is 
a spirit that achieves, that stirs up 
a wind that sweeps obstructions from 
its path. 
It is hard to interpret, be­ 
cause It is intangible, tho concrete 
and definite in results. 
Those who attended the Christmas 
party breathed in some of the western 
is civic league work. 
Mr. W aggoner, j atmosphere and it is to be hoped the 
ho has won the heart and hand of: impression will remain and work out 
this splendid young lady, is w ell an i 
favorably known thruout the county. 
He was born on a farm in this com ­ 
munity, and is the son of the late 
John Waggoner, a pioneer in this 
section. 
He is an affable, good na­ 
tured fellow, and a hastier in th 
business world. Mr. and Mrs. W ag­ 
goner will 
where Mr. 


for the good of any future enterprise 
the community might attempt. 


SALES OF TURKEYS 
IN DECATUR LARGE 


Many thousands of pounds of tur­ 
keys have been marketed in Decatur 
this fall and the Industry has brought 
thousands of dollars into the pockets 
of our farmers. 
Up to yesterday it is 


MARRIAGE OF MISS 
TAYLOR SATURDAY 


Miss Jewell L. Taylor and Mr. Earl 
F. Wright were married in Fort 
Worth Saturday evening in the pres­ 
ence of a few invited guests and 
immediate relatives. 
Directly after 


Sale price on ladies* silk dresses, 
$9.98. 
See our show window. Rieger 
Brothers. 
Attend the Majestic tonight. 
Messenger—$1.00 Year 
Till December 31st, 192! 
Messenger—$1.00 Year 


estimated that around one hundred the ceremony the happy couple went 
thousand pounds of turkeys had been 
sold here this fall'. 
The three buyers 
are S. C. Mann, A. D. Reeves and 
W. A. Shults and these men are keep­ 
ing the price up to and above tho 
Fort Worth m arket 
During the past two weekB Mr. 
Mann has bought and dressed be­ 
tween fifty-five and sixty thousand 
pounds of turkeys. 
These dressed 
birds have been sold to Fort Worth 
packers. 
The price paid yesterday for tut 
keys was fourteen cents per pound. 


DAIRY INDUSTRIES 
HAVE BIG FUTURE 


. 
Decatur’s dairy industry projects 
reside in Wichita F a lls,Jits reputation far out into the further 
parts of the country. 
Five men con- 


NEW FIRE FIGHTING 
FACILITIES NEEDED 


Waggoner owns a hand- I * —* 
v/vy V4 14 1I J 
. 
A. * * V/ 111 Cli V/UU 
some home and other interests. Mes- nected with as many phases of dairy 
senger joins the many friends of the promotion have called at the local 
couple 
ness. 
in 
wishing worlds of happi- J chamber of commerce office during 
the past few days. 
They all say they 
heard of four expanding business 
before they reached here and after 
reaching here and examining the 
region, express themselves as think­ 
ing we are admirably situated for 
becoming a premier dairy country, 
o 


FIRE THREATENED 
CHURCH BUILDING 


Those going to Sunday school early 
a t the Methodist church last Sunday 
found the building on fire in one 
of the Sunday school rooms. A hurry 
vail brought the chemical engine and 
the fire was quickly extinguished. I Cotton, per pound..........................32 %c 


MARKET PRICES 
Thursday, December 27th. 


Tho rubber hose connection on a gas J Corn, per bushel.................. 
75c 


Nothing is so imminently needed 
in Deca ar now as forthright and 
immediate attention to the town’s 
facilities tor fighting fire. 
Present 
equipment is described as being sadly 
derelict and inadequate and wholly 
incapable of handling what at any 
moment might become a conflagra 
tion and sweep thousands of dollars 
worth of property off the map. 
A committee is on the eve of mak­ 
ing overtures to the town to improve 
the situation and should meet no 
obstacles in Its endeavor. 
-----------o----------- 
How Much Is It Worth? 


stove had slipped off and a large hole 
was burned in the floor 
---------- o----------------- 
There will be no rural mail deliv 
*ery on Christmas Day. 
■ 
o----------- 
The Messenger force will take a 
vc* k off and celebrate 
Christmas. 
Ko Messenger next week. 
-------------o ------------- 
Wesley Barry in “Heroes of the 
s t r e e t ” at the Majestic tonight. Don’t 
fail to come. 


Oats, per bushel......................48c to 50c 
Wheat, per bushel’. 
$1.10 to $1.12 
Turkeys, per pound.............................14c 
Hens, per pound..................................12c 
Fryers, per pound...............................20c 
Pecans, per pound.................... 
l i e 
Eggs, per dozen 
.................... 35C 
Cream, per pound................................4 3c 
Barley, per bushel................ 70c to 75c 
Butter, per pound................................30c 
-o----------- 
We Can Spare You. 


MORE GOOD MILCH 
COWS ARE NEEDED 


There is plenty of room for more 
good cows in the United States, and 
especially in 
tho southwest where 
only a small proportion of the dairy 
products 
consumed 
are 
produced. 
Headers will p hase note that the 


That isn’t cynicism. 
It is one of 
the sweetest and most re-assuring 
laws of the universe— no man is do­ 
ing a work that can’t be taken up 
right wdiere he left oft" and greater 
heights reached. 
Harding died. 
Conditions in the 
United States continued to improve. 
Steinmetz 
died. 
The 
business 
of 
making the electron the servant of 
man will go right on, and new dis­ 
j o i n ‘ cows 
is qualified by the ad- coveries wall be made. 
Bonar Law 
fictive “ good." 
Only good caws that 
ere proper!} f< d will pay a profit, and 
in these two particulars, or at least 
one of them, is found the key to the 
failure of many of our dairymen to 
make expenses, exc< pt during flush 
production. 
A good cow is not an 
animal1 that will jill the pail to oxer- 
flowing for a short period of tim 
folowing freshening and then drop to 
a few quarts per day, but one that i 
a steady and consistent producer of 
milk with a high percentage of butter 
-fat 
There are times of flush production 
and sometimes a surplus of milk. 
Not because everybody is consuming 
all the dairy products they should for 
their health’s sake, but for the reason 
th a t in times of shortage and high 
prices, tke public accustoms itself to 
getting along with substitutes or with 
less milk and cream. 
The United States ranks fifth in 
the per capita consumption of both 
milk and buffer and ninth in the 
•consumption of che se. 
W e consume 
forty-nine ga loris of milk per capita 
in the Unit'd States. 
This includes 
all the for m s of milk products. 
In 
^Sweden tile per capita consumption is 
sixty-sigh.t gallons. 
In the United 
States 
o m r capita consumption of 
c h e e s e is four pounds and in Switz­ 
erland U is twenty-five pounds. 
Our 
per capita consumption of butter is 
seventeen pounds and iii Canada it ta 
twenty-eight pounds. 
These figures would indicate that 
there is a 
rest work ahead of dairy­ 
men and distributors in educating the 
public to the value of dairy products 
as a food. 
It is also pretty good 
■evidence that there is a great future 
for the industry if the right kind of 
vows a r e raised to take the place of 
the millions of scrubs that are now 
eating their heads off. so to speak. 
The statistics reveal other valuable 
data that should encourage those who 
are interested in the industry to in- 
•crea.se their efforts towards putting 
it on a business basis. 
The number 
of cows is not increasing as rani -Iv 
as the population, and the production 
altho increased somewhat per cow, is 
falling below the importation of l o f ­ 
ter and cheese, altho a high tariff is 
imposed to keep out foreign products. 
During the business depression ia 
1921, income from crops fell fifty- 
three per cent and income from live­ 
stock fifty per cent. 
Income from 
•dairies and industries depending on 
them fell only seventeen per cent 
from the 1919 peak. During the 1919 
panic, the dairy industry suffered 
least. 
Every year brings its failures in 
th e dairy industry. 
Cheeking up the 
reasons for these failures, the major­ 
ity are found to be the result of 
inefficiency and ignorance. 
Ineffi- 
■4 ^ncv in the conduct of business, a n i 
onr-p of what a good dairy cow 
* 
m d how it should be fed, 
' ” ould pay many of our 
. ’ace every five cows 
one good and con­ 
in -. 
Farm and Ranch. 


died. 
Those English will not miss 
him. 
So it is with you and me. 
Some of these days— and we are as 
essential in our sphere as either of 
the three just mentioned was in his 
sphere 
we shall pass on and not be 
missed. 
Another will not take up 
our sceptor nor wear our toga, for 
the savage had the correct idea about 
that when he buried with the brave 
his tomahawk, dog and pony, but he 
will carry on the work that humanity 
needs. 
T h at’s our philosophy of our job. 
It is not our job after all. 
It is 
humanity’s task and we are subbing 
for a while here. 
We shall not do 
.justice to humanity’s task if we de 
not so perform it that we may sud- J c 
a 
* 
| o 
n 
denlv fail to report any morning and 
the task will move on without con 
fusion or lost motion. 
That’s the good manager. 
That .s 
the good laborer. 
Not the one who 
makes himself indispensable, but the 
one who so does his task that its 
simple order and its routine may be 
picked un by another on a moment** 
notice without loss, is trite service. 
To myse’f I am the center of th.’ 
universe and the most important unit 
of humanity; 
to the universe, I am 
just one of the n r mons of parts, ea^h 
doing its task, hoping awhile, rejoic­ 
ing in season, then passing on to that 
bourne from whence no traveler, they 
say, has ever returned. 


How much is education worth to 
your children? 
Many a tax-payer must ask himself 
that question at this time, when bad 
weather begins and roads become less 
and less passable. 
It is atrocious, 
but it is true, that in thousands of 
localities thruout this enlightened 
land of ours, children are prevented 
from taking advantage of what edu­ 
cation facilities the state or county 
affords, because of the poor roads, 
which mud, water, snow, ice and bad 
weather make impassable. 
Whether it is the “little red school 
house” a half mile or a couple of 
miles from the farm, or the consoli­ 
dated school, to which children from 
a radius of ten miles may come, the 
worth of the school to the child 
depends in large measure upon the 
amount of time he or she may spend 
there. 
The best school is of no value 
if a student can not attend. 
The problem becomes of an acute 
importance to the tax-payer, who is 
faced with the choice of whether he 
will keep the road open, at consid­ 
erable expense, or let it go and let the 
children suffer. 
Those counties that 
have not as yet been able to finance 
the good road, wrhich is the right of 
all who live beyond the city limits, 
can nevertheless do much to amelior­ 
ate conditions as far as the children 
are concerned, for a road may not be 
good and still be passable. 
It is deep 
mud or ruts, frozen so that wheeled 
and hoofed travel is impossible, that 
keep the child from the school; 
a 
dragged earth road will freeze as 
well as a muddy and rutty one, and 
children can walk on a smooth frozen 
surface even if it be normally not a 
hard surfaced road. 
Children have a right to an edu- 
American children have an 
inalienable right to know the history 
of their country, to follow, as best 
they may. in the footsteps of Lincoln, 
to whom nothing was a sufficient bar 
to keep him from getting an educa­ 
tion. 
It is up to the parent, the tax­ 
payer, the money spender, to see that 
the child has the road on which he 
can travel, and alone which among 
all our agencies, can makp him a 
worthy American citizen. 


to Denton, where they w ill reside. 
Miss Taylor for the past two years 
has been our county demonstration 
agent, and the splendid work she has 
done w ill live long as a benefit to 
the women and children of the entire 
county. 
She is a young lady with a 
charming personality, and possesses a 
sweet Christian character. While here 
she made many warm friends thru­ 
out the county. 
Mr. Wright is a 
prominent business man of Denton, 
and is one of the city's best eit'zens. 
Messenger extends congratulations 
to the happy couple. 
Several Decatur 
ladies attended the wedding in Fort 
Worth. 


ALVORD DEFEATED 
COLLEGE QUINTET 


I/S E D CARS 
FOR SALE 
AT BARGAIN PRICES 


❖ 


won 
The fast Alvord basketball squad j X 
in a 36 to 18 victory over the y 
.__ i.. 
tx___. . . 
Decatur Baptist College Indians las 
Tuesday evening in the first game of 
the season. 
The Alvord boys were 
on their toes all the time and staged 
fight that yielded them the bacon 
The college boys put up a bitter fight 
but were unable to overcome the le a l 
which Alvord took in the first half. 
Allen of Alvord with twelve points 
won high-point honors, while Dickey 
of Alvord with eleven points ran 
close second. Petty with seven points 
headed D. B. C.’s line-up. 
The Indians have a strong team, 
and with drilling that Coach Dickson 
will administer between now and th 9 
opening of the season, will doubtless 
be contenders for championship 
o----------- 
TWO-DAY MEETING 
OF DAIRYMEN SOON 


County Agent W. M. Love and th*, 
secretary of the chamber of comerce 
have selected dates for a two days’ 
dairy meet in Decatur in January 
The meeting has been contemplated 
for some time but is just now being 
put over. 
There are lots of matters 
to be straightened out in connection 
with dairying, and specialists will be 
on hand here to lend advice and their 
assistance. 
The dates selected are Wednesday 
and Thursday January 23rd and 2 4th. 


One 5-passenger Dodge 
One 5-passenger Ford 
One 5-passengcr Reo 
One 5-passenger Overland 
One 3-passenger Dodge coupe 


Ajax Cord—30x3*4 


V 


£ 
Ajax Cord—32x4......................... 


ALL OTHER SIZES AT MONEY 
SAVING PRICES! 
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TO THE AUTOMOBILE OWNERS OF WISE 


COUNTY—YOU CAN GET 


T h e M ajes tic theater will be open 
all of next ve*»k. 
A good program 
is promised you. 
Come. 
Yes. we bn - e that new pollychrom* 
picture framing. 
Man and Christian. 


it a ut p: 


PUBLIC AUCTION 
of 
Army Goods 
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THAT GOOD GULF GASOLINE 
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SUPREME AUTO OILS 
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To be held at Decatur, Texas, Thursday, 
December 27,1923 beginning at 1:30 p.m. 


I he following merchandise will be sold, con­ 
sisting of U. S. government harness, with and 
without breeching, used and new, blankets, 
collars, halters, lines, tie straps, tam e strings, 
lariat picket ropes, tents, shills, gloves and a 
lot of other articles not listed. 
Every Article Offered Will Positively be Sold 
to the Highest Bidder. 
COLONEL BILL GAUSE 
Owner and Auctioneer, Dallas, Texas. 
V. B. CLEMENTS, Manager of Sales 
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AT THE FOLLOWING STATIONS: 


Meridian Garage.................... 
Decatur, Texas 
Decatur Motor Company, South Pump. Decatur, Texas 
Meridian Highway Garage..........................Rhome, Texas 
M. D. Lewis...................................................... Boyd, Texas 
Star Garage...........................................Bridgeport, Texas 
E. E. Lefler.............................................Greenwood, Texas 
A. C. Acker...................................................... Slidell, Texas 
Williams & Wilburn........................ Audubon, 
Texas 
Pella Mercantile Company............................. Pella, Texas 
R. C. McCurdy.............................................Blewett, Texas 


CALL 
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LOCAL AGENT GULF REFINING COMPANY 
Office at Meridian Garage 
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NORTH BOUND. 
No. Ft. Worth Decatur 
W. Falls 
7— 10:45 pm 
12:21 am 
3:30 am 
1— 9:45 am 
11:08 am 
1:10 pm 
5— 8:45 pm 
8:16 pm 
11:55 pm 
SOUTH BOUND. 
No. W. Falls 
Decatur. 
Ft. Worth 
8— 8:80 am 
5:26 am 
7:00 am 
6— 2:00 am 
10:80 am 
12:01 pm 
2— 2:46 pm 
4:57 pm 
6:20 pm 


O. D. Gose, Miss Annie C&ddel and 
sister, Mrs. J. L. Shropshire, were 
shopping in Fort Worth Monday. 
Mrs. J. L. Shropshire and little 
daughter, Miss Helen, of Petrolia, are 
spending the holidays with parents 
and grand-parents, Mr. and Mrs. D. 
Caddell of this city. 
Among those from Decatur attend­ 
ing the rendition of “The Messsiah," 
a Christmas cantata, in Fort Worth 
on Tuesday evening at the Baptist 
seminary were: 
R. E. Bell, H. P. 
Black, P. M. Curry, John Gentry. 
Mmes. John Simmons, Cody Miligan, 
Roy Heathington, J. V. Patterson, 
W. C. Batdorff, Joe Rogers, P. M. 
Curry, P. J. Fulingim , R. L. Hunt, 
Misses Belle Ford, Ada Harding, 
Eileen Rowan and Johnnie Blanken­ 
ship. 


Buy your fruit cakes from the 
Methodist ladies at Helm-Dillehay’s. 
The Pentacostal Assembly holds 
services at follows: 
Prayer meeting 
on Sunday, W ednesday and Saturday; 
Sunday school* at ten o'clock Sunday. 
Everyone cordially invited to attend. 


Mrs. Earl McCracken of Wichita 
Falls has been visiting the family of 
Tom McCracken. 
While leaving the court house last 
Saturday, Mrs. J. E. Dalton fell down 
the steps and suffered a broken limb. 
One bone was broken just above the 
ankle. 
( 
Alf Breckenridge of Chico, was a 
Decatur visitor Tuesday. 
Wesley Barry in “Heroes of the 
Street” is being shown at the Majes­ 
tic this week instead of the features 
advertised in Messenger last week. 
C. N. Workman of Willow Point, 
has been visiting relatives here this 
week. 
Tom Rush has accepted a position 
as book-keeper for tlie Decatur Light 
tv Water Company. 
Misses Thelma Lewis and Christine 
Saint Clair were at home from Sunset 
last Sunday. 
Miss Merle Smith was here from 
Alvord Sunday. 
Sam Leonard 
was here Monday 
from Rhome. 


Mrs. W. B. Russell of Haworth. 
Oklahoma, is here visiting h*-r par­ 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Blankenship. 
Mr and Mrs. C. W. Ferguson and 
son and Mr. and Mrs. C. IL Miller 
were Fort Worth \isitors Sunday. 
Jim Wallace is at home here from 
Electra. 
Editor N. O. Carter of Alvord, was 
here Monday. 
Mr. and Mrs. Willie Jeffries of 
Fort Worth, have been visiting here. 
Mrs. Hayes Dunaway visited Fort 
Worth Sunday. 
J. E. Stockton was in Dallas Mon­ 
day. 
Mrs. 
Paul 
Smith 
has 
returned 
from spending the summer in Denver, 
Colorado. 


Presiding Elder C. L. Bounds will 
preach at the Methodist church next 
Sunday night. 
David Crow has returned from a 
stay of several1 months in Utah. 
M. J. Pennington of Pennington 
Ga^ Virginia, is visiting the family 
Jim Holt. 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Day of Rhome, 
were Decatur visitors Saturday. 
Dr8. B. O. Wilkerson and W. A. 
Jennings of Chico, were Decatur visi­ 
tors Monday. 


Mr. and Mrs. Mack Cates, Mrs. 
Orville Cates and Ben F. Allen of 
Fort Worth, were here Friday to 
attend Decatur Christmas party. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Christian of 
San Antonio, have this week been 
visiting the family of J. A. Christian. 
Bud 
Gardner and Willie Belew 
were here Tuesday from Chico. 
Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Bennett and 
two children left yesterday for a visit 
to relatives in El Paso. 
Mrs. Ben Grubbs visited in Fort 
Worth this week. 
There will be an 
old-fashioned 
Christmas tree at the First Christian 
church next Monday night. 
Public 
is invited. 
Buy your fruit cakes from the 
Methodist ladies at Helm-Dillehay’s. 
Mrs. W. C. Milligan, Paul Keeton 
and Frances Milligan are at home 
from Spur. 
They will return to that 
city next week. 
Misses Grace and Genn Slagle of 
Bowie, spent Sunday with relatives 
and friends here. 
The crowd attending the Christ­ 
mas paarty was estimated at from 
two to three thousand, but it is logi­ 
cal to conclude that several thousand 
more were kept away on account of 
bad roads; 
in fact, if folks could 
have reached here it is doubtful if 
the public square would have held 
them. 
Wesley Barry at Majestic tonight. 


Dr. and Mrs. L. H. Reeves and 
daughter, Miss Allah, and Miss Ollie 
Young were here from Fort Worth 
Sunday afternoon. 
Miss Frances Collins is visiting 
relatives and friends in Dallas. 
Mr. and Mrs. T. C. Cobb and little 
daughter of Brownwood, are visiting 
relatives here. 
Miss Alma Mae Dallas visited in 
Fort Worth. 
S. A. Li Hard Jr. attended the m eet­ 
ing of the state executive committee 
in Dallas. 
Attorney Calvert of Dallas, was in 
the city Wednesday, attending d is­ 
trict court. 
Mr. Calvert is associated 
with Attorney M. W. Burch in the 
defense of Mr. Terry, who was re­ 
cently arrested in the Rhome com­ 
munity, charged with the possession 
of intoxicating liquors. 
Bud Gardner of Chico, was attend­ 
ing court here W ednesday. 
Dr. P. J. Fullingim was in Fort 
Worth Monday. 
Mrs. Dick Collins and Mrs. R. M. 
Collins and baby were Dallas visitors 
Friday-Monday. 
Norbett Sydow returned last week 
from a stay of several months in 
W ichita, Kansas. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawson Holt of Hen­ 
rietta, are visiting Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Holt. 


Charles H. Smith was here Tues­ 
day from Fort Worth. 
Miss Bess Edwards, district home 
demonstration agent, was here this 
week from College Station. 
She will 
spend the holidays in Krum. 
A. J. McKinzy and Mrs. Opal Strid- 
ham 
of Duncan, 
Oklahoma, were 
married at the court house Tuesday 
afternoon, Rev. J. L. Ward officiat­ 
ing. 
After the ceremony Mr. and 
Mrs. McKinzy continued their trip to 
Arizona. 
Buy your fruit cakes from the 
Methodist ladies at Helm-Dillehay’s. 
Bennie W illiams was here Tuesday 
from Fort Worth. 
Mrs. James A. Parr of Sanger, 
visited homefolks here last week. 
Poll tax payments in Wise county 
are running around last year’s mark 
at the same date. 
Next year is elec­ 
tion year and everyone should pay 
h-HTpoll tax. 
J. L. Frazier returned on Monday 
from Mansfield, Louisiana, where he 
has been operating an oil mill. 


Bring your cleaning and pressing 
to Frank Baits tailor shop, East Main 
street. 
Only first-class work, and at 
very reasonable prices. 
Miss Lala Fay Archibald, 
state 
health nurse, has been working in 
the Bridgeport school the past two 
weeks. 
She 
reports 
splendid 
co­ 
operation in her work by the Bridge­ 
port people. 
Mrs. Ted Payne visited in Fort 
Worth this week. 
J. J. Rieger and son, Jack Jr., were 
in Dallas Wednesday. 


Early W ednesday John Orr of this 
city, received the sad news of the 
death of his brother, II. E. Orr, who 
died suddenly Tuesday night at his 
home in Dallas. 
Mr. and Mrs. Orr 
left Wednesday morning for Dallas 
to accompany the remains to W axa­ 
hachie, where the funeral was held 
Thursday. 
After a life-tim e of hard labor, one 
hour can reduce your home to ashes. 
If you have no protection, then come 
hard times indeed. 
See me and get 
a good policy and sleep well. 
J. W. 
Bailey, Decatur. 


Attorney F. J. Ford has returned 
from a trip to Hereford, where he 
fw ent on legal business. 
I 
Try those splendid hair tonics at 


Farmers along the roads are com ­ 
plaining that autoists are tearing 
down fences in order to get posts 
with which to prize their cars out of 
the mud. 
One farmer suggested that 
the commissioners pile prize-poles 
along highways near mud holes to 
preserve the fences. 
B. 
M. 
Caraway and 
fam ily 
of 
Riverton, W yoming, are here visiting 
relatives. 
Up to December 15th, there had 
been ginned in W ise county 15,454 
bales of cotton this fall, as compared 
to 4,905 to the same date in 1922. 
There will be a fifth Sunday sing­ 
ing at Valley View on Sunday, D ecem ­ 
ber 30th, at one-thirty p. rn. 
A good 
program is being arranged and every­ 
body is invited, 
The large crowd attending “church 
nite” services at the Methodist churcn 
Wednesday night were entertained 
during the social period by two local 
magicians 
of 
prominence, 
Messrs. 
Tom Wright, business man, and Alec 
Hampton, student in Decatur Baptist 
college. The audience was m ystified 
for some tim e by the clever sleight- 
of-hand, performances of the gentle­ 
men, and all enjoyed the entertain­ 
ment. 


Last fall an energetic photographe- 
made some views of scenes in and 
about Decatur, picturing the streets, 
Born, to Mr. and Mrs. Sam Faith | Decatur college campus, and making 


Shoemaker’s barber shop. 


of Plainview, on Tuesday, December 
18th, 1923, a daughter. 
Cleaning, pressing and repairing 
done promptly by Frank Baits, East 
Main street. 


Remember, you have from now till 
Janaury 1st to get the Messenger one 
year for one dollar. 
After that date, 
the price will be a dollar and one-haif 
to everybody. 
Colonel Jim Kirkwood has returned 
to his home in Pawhuskie, Okahoma, 
after a visit to his daughter, Mrs. 
Frank Caraway, here. 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Bellah left yes­ 
terday for Austin to spend the holi­ 
days with Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Bailey. 
Misses Florence and Julia Bellah will I 
join them Christmas day. 
Miss Alma Ruth Shulkey is at i 
home for the holidays from Simmons J 
college at Abilene. 
B. F. Martin, A. V. McNear and 
Sam Boyd were here yesterday from 
Boyd. 
Jim Balthrop was here yesterday 
from Greenwood. 


snap shots of the Wise county fair. 
They are all typical of Decatur and 
good advertising. 
If you are going 
to send Christmas cards to friends 
and relatives at a distance send one 
or more of these cards. 
Every little 
bit of advertising Decatur gets helps 
that much more. 
Spend a few pen­ 
nies and help boost the town. 
Elmer Clark of Rays Mills, has 
purchased the H. L. Jones property 
in South Decatur and will move with 
his family to Decatur about January 
the first. 


Thanking all our friends and customers 
for their favors and patronage of 1923. 


We wish every one a happy Christmas 
time and a very prosperous New Year in 
which we may be of mutual service, one 
to the other. 


Summit Garage 
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The City Meat Market 


EXTEN D S 
I The Season’s Greeting 
9 
B 
Bl 
__ 
I 
To it’s many patrons and friends 
f 
> 
I 
| We extend thanks for 
patronage 
II 
Merry Christmas and 
g 
I 
Happy N ew Year 
s 
i 
! STOKES & MILLER \ 
I 
i 
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Three 
Cars m One! 


A wonderful business car for dad— 
big loading space for samples, grips, 
tools, anything— by removing rear 
seat and upholstery! A wonderful 
closed car for the whole family—both 
seats adjustable forward and back­ 
ward to accommodate everybody, 
tall and short! A wonderful vaca­ 
tion car for next summer—seats and 
upholstery make up into full-sized 
bed! More service at less cost! Come 
and enjoy a free demonstration. 


NEW 
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HOLIDAY TRADE 
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Just received by express—shipment of overcoats which 
we are adding to our already complete line and placing 
them all on special sale as follows: 


$12.50 overcoats, selling for only...................... $9.85 
$15.00 overcoats, selling for only.................... $11.95 
$24.50 overcoats, selling for only.....................$19.50 
$29.50 overcoats, selling for only.................... $22.50 
$39.50 overcoats, selling for only.....................$30.00 
$59.50 overcoats, selling for only.................... $45.00 
One lot of men’s suits, values up to $24.50.... $13.95 
One lot of men’s suits, values up to $39.50,.. .$24.95 


ASSOCIATEp 
STORES 


P erkinsTimberlake Gomrvny 
UNI NCORPORATED 
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OLICE BAND FROM 
FORT WORTH HERE 


The Ch l ist mas party committee is 
-ahi*:lily apl- 
< iative of the courtesy 
pain i> < ; 
l>y the visit of the police 
band 01 Cm ( Worth here last week. 
i»h 


CURB AND GUTTER 
WORK PROGRESSES 


With the start that has been made 
it is believed now that before the end 
of 
the 
coming 
year 
much 
side­ 
walk and street gutter work will have 
It is a. spit ii id musical organization I been accomplished in Decatur. Home 
.and one Clat carried off honors dur- owners on at least four different 
»n- its nip to New Orleans with the streets are known to be thinking of 
l a t h e r 
has ball team when that j improvements of this solid character, 
i v< ut to the southern metropolis I not inclusive of the street in entirity 


INTER-SCHOLASTIC I 
LEAGUE MET HERE 
TRIAL OF CHRIST IS 
BEING ELUCIDATED 


to • 
he nixie series. 
The committee regrets very much 
th.. 
it could not provide desirable 
recoin in od ii t ions for the band concert 
giv. ii in Decatur. 
Should we have 
bad a l a r g ‘ auditorium where the 
band members could sit out of the 


but in scattered locations. 
Ultimate­ 
ly it is hoped to join all improvement 
projects and to add to Decatur’s civic 
appearance and convenience other 
streets of the beautiful and solid kind 
that South Trinity represents. 
South Trinity stands as a com- 
raw weather and play in comfort our! plated model of what a fine street 
would have been afforded th e!ad ds to a town and will probably 
•ony 
mr-ut of a superior musical co n -; influence a considerable amount of 
cert. 
Another reason for the building .similar improvements before the cont 
of ; n atnMmrittm. 
inc year ends. 
Fred Spain, concrete 
Th" 'of 
'he from the Fort Wort’ icontractor, is personally interest'd in 
/Record is pertinent iii this conner 
the work as much from a civic stand­ 
i s h : 
| point as he is financially so, and he 
Without 1 l eaking dor. n home life, is lending all assistance to the en- 
wh h *s 
corner-tone of civiliza- deavor to give Decatur the splendid 
TTI* 
lh. 
th. ' 
la: 
*' I 
bere 
I ram 
bai 
We i 
we 


tor 


The inter-scholastic league meet in 
the spring of 1924 is coming to Deca­ 
tur and Decatur is going to do herself 
proud in endeavoring to make it one 
of the greatest education and sport 
events ever held in this section of 
the state. 
Dates for the m eeting wilt 
soon be selected and then active steps 
will be taken towards stim ulating an 
interest in all the schools of th* 
county. 
The managing board of th»> 
league in W ise county, Superintend­ 
ent B. C. Schulkey of Alvord, genera! 
director, met in Decatur last Saturday 
and started the preliminaries by the 
selection of Decatur as the location of 
the spring jousts and educational con 
tests. 
Decatur was won over to the value 
of the meet last spring when thru the 
aid of the chamber of commerce a 
very successful meet was held. the 
largest In the history of the organiza­ 
tion. 
Not alone is this a valuable 
publicity event for Decatur, but it 
gives Decatur an opportunity to con­ 
tribute to the welfare of one of th* 
finest mo ' inents ever undertek n in 
belial!' of Wise countv education. 


Mack W. Burch began the elucida­ 
t o r of Justice Gaynor’s exposition of 


the trial of Jesus Christ before his 
Sunday school1 class at the Methodist 
church last Sunday morning. 
The 
next installm ent will be given next[ 
Sunday morning. 


Messenger—$1.00 Year! 
Till December 31st, 1923 
Messenger—$1.00 Year! 


POULTRY TRAIN TO 


Vor< Worth can easily increase asset of improved walks and streets 
''' p i'ion of its citizenship in Gradually lie is assembling a com 
c l i m a t e amusements and enter- plete lot of tools and materials 
n* *v 
o'" the community. 
the work, 
f we are to have a great city 
one that will attract visitors, 
den 
and residents, we must 
gnoii 
. ntertainment facilities, 
ni” 
' ave lectures and concerts, 
in: 
Wive theaters and cafes. 
T ran sfer 
'ironage will not support 
the Denver railroad, advises the local (making a 
contest among rural schools 
these alone. 
chamber of commerce th a t his line I and one among class A and B schools. 
“Great new theaters are being built will run a poultry instruction train 
in other Texas cities and they ar J j in February and will stop for a day 
being filled night after night. 
Money in Decatur. 
At his suggestion, the 
is being spent for the best attractions, following members as a committee to 
Lectures and concerts are drawing confer with Mr. Oates in Decatur in 
large attendances. 
advance of the date to arrange for 
“ Most Fort Worth citizens burned [the exhibit in Decatur have been 
^gasoline all summer and enjoyed tho I appointed: 
Gordon Renshaw, Daw- 
outdoors. Why not make it a regular j Hoy I, Tom Wright, L. L. Hoyl, Hugh 
habit to take the family to the theater j Breedlove, M. L. Wallis, Jim Baits 
-or to lectures and concerts or to and Henry Walker of Decatur; M. S. 
d in n er down town occasionally? 
It Fraze of Boyd; F ra n k Kelly of Para- 
Awill help all' around.” 
(disc; 
George Faster of Sycamore; 
Fort Worth has enough entertain- 
m« ut aready to lure us outsiders 
flown there to spend our hard earned 
money. 
But still they clamor for 
more, knowing that manifold form i 
<of entertainment compose a good 
business investment, 
lf it is good 
business for Fort Worth to attract 
"outsiders to the town then surely it 
is good business for Decatur to con­ 
trive 
local 
convenience 
at 
home, 
-amused, contented and still in po 
session of their money. 
Let us have 
-» community building combining an 
auditorium and stage. 
\\*»- will sav 
money bv it. 


At the meeting of the officials of 
Wise county inter-scholastic league 
n T T X T 
i x n \ T w n n ' helfl in ^ ecatur last Saturday, it was 
D L R I J . N Jb I D E N V Iii Iv j decided to divide the county into two 
(districts for athletic contests. 
There 
M. B. Oates, agricultural agent of i will be two divisions for basketball, 


A loving cup is to be given the winner 
in each of the two divisions. Twenty- 
five dollars is to be given the winner 
of the county championship to defray 
expenses to the district meet. 
Those schools which had not paid 
their inter-scholastic league fee "were 
urged to do so at once in order that 
they might receive material for work. 
The officials were gratified to learn 
that Decatur citizens an d Decatur 
Baptist College officials were co-oper­ 
ating as never before to make the 
county meet next spring the biggest 
thing of its kind ever held in the 
county. 
Two days will probably bo 
required for the meet, and it 
is 
planned to have a big barbecue on 
the college campus on one day, at 
which time it is hoped to have every 
public school student in the county 
present. 


— 
o -------- 
Attend the Majestic tonight. 


Frank Moore of Sweetwater. 
-----------o—-------- 
The Printing Press. 


A Billion a Year. 


The solicitor general of the Unit 
States has called renewed attention 
to the fact that in this country everj 
year sharpers fleece unwary investors 
o u t of at least one billion dollars. 
Illegitimate advertising is responsi 
Lie for a large proportion of this 
annual loss by the fraudulent sale of 
securities and alleged “ investments.” 
Without the advertising the victim 
■would be too hard to find, and tli“ 
pickings of the sharper would 
be 
•correspondingly less. 
Little reflection would show people 
that if the earning power of the 
investment were what it is represent­ 
ed to be, the promoter would h° 
foolish to sell it at all. since he could 
make more money by keeping it. 
Die thousand of the largest legiti 
m ate advertisers of the country could 
pu t fraudulent advertising off the 
map in a year. 
Before buying fak* s e c u r i t i e s off* r 
ing to pay big d i v i d e n d s , c o n s u l t an 
investment banker. 
- 
(» 
''Zat a picture of your giii?" 
‘ ‘Yes, what do you think of if?” 
"‘Pretty nice frame, isn’t it?” 


I am the printing press, born of 
the mother earth. 
My heart is of 
steel, my limbs are of iron, and my 
fingers are of brass. 
I sing the songs of the world, the: 
, .oratorios of history, the symphonies 
_ 
of all times. 
,, 
I am the voice of today, the herald 
j i of tomorrow. 
I weave into the warp I 
. 
ot the past the woof of the future, i 
I tell the stories of peace and war 
alike. 
I make the human heart beat with . 
passion or tenderness. 
I stir the; 
pulse of nations, and make brave men 
I (lo brave deeds, and soldiers die. 
I inspire the midnight toiler, weary i 
at his loom, to lift his head again and i 
gaze, with fearlessness, into the vast! 
beyond, seeking the consolation of a ' 
hope eternal. 
When I speak a myriad of people 
isten to my voice. 
Tin* Anglo-Saxon, 
the Celt, the Hun, the Hindu, the 
Slav, all comprehend me. 
I ani the tireless clarion of the 
news. 
I cry your joys and sorrows 
j every hour. 
I fill the dullard’s mind 
| with thought uplifting. 
I am light, 
(knowledge and power. 
I epitomize 


I the conquests of mind over matter. 
I ani the record of all things tnan- 
: kind 
has achieved. 
My off-spring 
icomes to you in the candle’s glow, 
amid the dim lights of poverty, the 
sp’endor of riches: at sunrise, at high 
noon and in the waning evening. 
I am the laughter and tears of the 
world, and I shall never die until ail 
things return to the immutable dos*. 
I am the printing press! 
o- 
Sale p r i c e on ladies’ silk dresses, 
$9.98. 
See our show window. Rieger 
Brothers. 


Store o f 
Yuletide CHeer 
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Merry Christmas 


The Season’s Greetings to all our friends 


and customers. May this Merry Christmas 


be the happiest you have ever experienced 


and may the New Year bring health, wealth 


and prosperity—every day and in every way! 


Come in and see us, and make this store 


your headquarters while shopping in city. 


TH’ OLE GROUCH 


e p - w e v i l u m e n s 
THM WAKES ME ftiuw ' MKO, 
K'S TU' PEST VIMC BOUBOUS 
MM PK PEftl VET HIM 
su0seftA&& 
\ cno *. 
VMM fcHOOVD \ 
OUT WM 
GOCO MODEM V SANE. A 
COUPLE OOLLMZS VO* 
VAN VA, 
^ 


Your Friends, 


+rj<a»<>£ 


\( \$r Jew elry for 
Christmas 


T 
Railroads, U ke Father 
and 
Mother, 
are Taken 
for 
Granted 


New Stock-Reasonable Prices 


Cut Glass 
Watches 
Rings 
Diamonds 


Hundreds of Articles to 
Select from. 


Chains 
Silverware 
Lodge Emblems 
Radio Supplies 


Do not buy jewelry till you 
get our prices. 
Decatur Jewelry Co. 
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“ S e v e n t y 'O n e Y e a r s 


o f S e r v ic e " 


'HE children come hom e from school* 
O ne goes to M other, to have a sore 
finger wrapped up. They eat their even­ 
ing meal. Father helps with the lessons. They 
go to bed and sleep—taking it all for granted. 
Something happens to Father or Mother 
then . . . . . the children realize......... 


A thousand miles away, you board a train. 
Tomorrow you are home. It took your great­ 
grandfathers several weeks to make the same 
trip. At m ealtim e they stopped and built a 
fire. At m ealtim e you step into a first-class 
restaurant on wheels. The coffee, the sugar 
and spices, the fruits, even the bread and 
m eat, have been carried to you by the 
railroads. 


Night comes, and the covered wagon that 
stopped to let the horses rest, has been re­ 
placed by the Pullman and 60 rn iles an hour. 
Nothing to do but slip between the sheets, 
and ring for the porter if anything is wanted 
—taking it all for granted. 
The railroads 
are not like Father and M other—transpor­ 
tation service must go o n 
nothing hap­ 
pens 
so you do not realize......... 


Night and day, rain or shine, winter and 
summer, thousands of men and women of 
the Rock Island Lines are “on the job”— 
that you may be served—that you and your 
friends may reach home in safety—that your 
daily supplies may reach your door. Rail­ 
way service is the most vital thing in your 
daily life. 


Our interests are mutual — helpful sugges­ 
tions are appreciated, 
Rock Island Lines 
J. E. Gorman, 
President 


